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Table 1. Correlation between age, depression, aggression level, and maladaptive cognitions of children with ADHD

Age Depression Anxiety Aggressing ISN EUP NCE
Age
Depression 37*
Anxiety 40* .64**
Aggressing -.02 .16 .14
Isn —.34* -.02 -.27 -.25
Eup -.06 29 21 .18 -.27
Nce -.23 14 09 .03 13 .28

*0 p<05, **0 p<01, ISNO internal stable attribution for negative outcome
EUPO external unstable attribution for positive outcome, NCED Children’s Negative Cognitive Error Questionnaire
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Table 2. Multiple regression analysis of depression, anxiety, and aggression level for maladaptive cognitions
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MALADAPTIVE COGNITIONS ACCORDING TO DEPRESSION,

ANXIETY, AND AGE OF CHILDREN WITH ADHD
- FOCUS ON COGNITIVE ERROR AND ATTRIBUTIONAL BIAS -

Eun Ju Choi, M.A., Young Mi Kim, Ph.D.
Department of Psychiatry, Inje University Sanggae Paik Hospital, Seoul

This study examined the relationship between psychopathology (depression, anxiety, aggression),
maladaptive cognitions (negative cognitive errors, attributional biases), and age of children with ADHD.
40 ADHD children and their mother completed questionnaires assessing depression, anxiety, aggression
level and maladaptive cognitions of children. The results showed that maladaptive cognitions of children
with ADHD was not significantly associated with their depression, anxiety, aggression level. Age was
negatively related to internal stable attributions for negative events that was characteristic in depression,
and had significantly effect on internal stable attributions for negative events. As age of ADHD children
increased, their internal attribution for negative events reduced. It seems that their depression and anxiety
level is associated with current stress event rather than maladaptive cognitions. Suggestions and limitations
of this study, and the directions for future study were discussed.

KEY WORDS : ADHD - Psychopathology - Age - Maladaptive cognitions.
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