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Abstract

The Korean textile industry contributed much to the
country'’s economic success during the 1970s-80s.
Since the end of the 1980s, however, most of the
Korean textile industry has begun to suffer from both
high labor costs and skilled-labor shortage. During this
period, such counties as China, Indonesia, and
Malaysia began to gain strong foothold in the global
textle market, mainly owing to considerably low labor
costs. To maintain competitiveness in the global textile
market, the Korean textile industry should undergo a
structural change. It should switch from the mass
production of low quality design to selective production
of high quality and well-designed textiles. An element of
high value-added should be put into the textile product.:
Usage of functional material, new processing technology,
automation, pro-environmental dye stuffs, and strategic
marketing is required. In this paper, | suggest ways and
means to make the Korean textile design be good
enough to compete in the global market.
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