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(abstract)

Design history has changed in varying degrees depending
on the times and social trends. The value of design has
also been recognized and evaluated using diverse methods
and this continuously stimulates the advent of new trends
and development in design. Over the past few years we
have sought diverse formative design methods geared
towards utilitarianism and have come to enjoy a more
affiuent life and leisure time. As for automotive design
pursuits, brilliant develepment and growth in science and
technologies have now placed high hopes and expectations
on the significance of design more than in any other time.
This is because under current trends where technically and
functionally advanced technologies are equalized, our
success in the international markets depends on how e
can differentiate designs to meet consumers’ needs.

In this research, we sought to forecast modern and future
automotive  design, and thus secure
competitiveness in automotive design. We first analyzed the
movement of design value in respedive tmes following

. changes in design trends (one aspect of social change in
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the 21st century), and conseguent changes in consumers’
values. We further compared and researched design trends
for automobiles and products by time and region, through
surveys, andlysis and collaion of automotive design
phenomena from various aspects recently occurring in
advanced countries such as the U.S.A, European nations
and Japan.
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