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Abstract

The objective in the part 1T of this study was to investigate the effects of materials, sleeves, trimming, and
perceivers gender on impression formation. Stimuli consisted of 13 color photographs of a female model
wearing a wedding dress which were manipulated according to clothing cues. A semantic differential scale
of 4 dimensions was used. These were attractiveness, neatness, femininity, and prettiness. Samples were
312 males and females.

For the effect of sleeves, there were significant main effects in attractiveness, femininity, neatness, and
prettiness. Three-quarters lace ruffled sleeves increased the perception of positive attractiveness,
femininity, and prettiness. Flounced sleeves had a positive effect on the perception of neatness. Long-tight
sleeves had a negative effect on the perception of attractiveness, femininity, and prettiness. Sleeveless
dresses increased the perception of negative neatness. There was an interaction effect between sleeves and
the perceivers gender on neatness.

For the effect of material, there were significant main effects in neatness, femininity, and prettiness.
Solid cloth had a positive effect on the perception of neatness and negatively on prettiness. The
combination of lace and solid cloth increased the perception of positive femininity and prettiness. Lace had
a negative effect on the perception of neatness. Satin increased the perception of negative femininity.
There was an interaction effect between material and perceivers gender on prettiness.

The main effect of trimmings was its effect on prettiness. Ribbons increased the perception of positive
prettiness. Not having any trimmings had a negative effect on the perception of prettiness. There was an
interaction effect between trimmings and the perceivers gender on neatness.

The results of this study confirm that image perception of wedding dresses becomes different according
to the materials, details, and perceiver’ s gender.
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