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Primary Malignant Melanoma Presenting as
an Anterior Mediastinal Mass

Hyeong-Ryul Kim, M.D.*, Jeong Sang Lee, M.D.** Young Tae Kim, M.D.*,
Joo Hyun Kim, M.D.*, Jee Eun Kim, M.D.***

Primary malignant melanoma of the mediastinum is extremely rare :

To date, there have

been only 8 cases reported in the literature. We report a case of a 50-year-old woman
presented with an anterior mediastinal mass. The mass invaded the lung parenchyme of right
upper lobe, which was wedge-resected with the mass. Microscopically, spindle or polygonal

tumor cells with prominent nucleoli and

intracytoplasmic melanin pigments are characterized

and Fontana stain confirmed the presence of melanin pigment. Immunohistochemical studies
showed diffuse positive staining for HMB45, S100 protein and vimentin, which further

suggested melanoma.

(Korean J Thorac Cardiovasc Surg 2002;35:697-700)
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Fig. 1. Chest X-ray shows a mediastinal

mass.
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Fig. 3. Specimen measuring 8x6x3cm, is solid and
focally necrotic. Cut surface reveals gray tan color
intermingled with dark brown pigmentation showing
variegated appearance.

Fig. 2. Chest computed tomograph shows a solid anterior
mediastinal mass having an ill-defined margin with peri-
cardium.
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Fig. 4. Hematoxylin-Eosin stain(x400). Fascicular arrange-
ment of atypical spindie and epithelioid cells containing
coarse dark brown granular pigments are characteristic.
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