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The Geographical Concepts Development and its ZPD through the
Collaborative Interaction*
- A Case Study on the Concept of GSMA in the Middle School -

Chang-Sook Kang™
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Abstract : This study focused on the geographical concepts development and its zone of proximal
development(ZPD)} through the collaborative interaction. Among the conclusions are: 1) Students who have
higher cognitive structure represented the Greater Seoul Metropolitan Area(GSMA) as a geographical concepts,
not as a spontaneous concepts. The concepts is developed from concrete facts, subordinate element concept to
basic element concept hierarchically. The most difficult concept that the learner should internalize was
represented as the basic element concept. 2) Although ZPD of GSMA is individualized, it could be divided into 9
types. The ZPD was developed differently according to the qualitative differences how much more and how
systematically represented the geographical concepts. The characteristics shown in this development procedure
was that there was a quality change based on quantity extensive.
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