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�������� It is important to practice preventive method to control oral disease. Dental caries tendency has be
decreased in developed countries, but early childhood caries(ECC, BBTD) became serious dental problems in m
countries. To slove these problems, more positive and definite prenatal programs on infants and child are needed. Mo
the control of oral health was affected by a mother's knowledge and behavior in this stage. According to many stud
prenatal education is the most effective method to promote oral health in children. But in Korea, there is little oral hea
education programs for pregnant women, nursing mothers, infants and children. The purpose of this study was to ac
the knowledge and opinions of caries prevention among gravid women. 330 pregnant women(primiparae=181, multipar
149), aged 23 to 39 years were randomly selected at prenatal health education courses in Seoul, Korea, 2000. Fac
Face interviews were conducted by a trained interviewer using questionnaires included demographics, attitude tow
children's dental cares, knowledge of early childhood caries, knowledge concerning pregnancy and oral health. 
obtained results were as follows; (1) Most respondents were very concerned about their children's oral health. (2) 58%
the respondents were unaware of early childhood caries and the proportion was significantly higher among primip
(p<0.05). (3) Only 43% of the respondents believed that improper breast feeding could develop ECC, the proportion w
significantly higher among primipara(p<0.05). (4) 82% of the respondents reportedly believed that the fetus takes aw
calcium from the mother's teeth during pregnancy. (5) 71% of the respondents believed that dental treatment du
pregnancy was unsafe. There is a relatively low level of accurate knowledge regarding infant nutritions, maternal need
oral health and dental caries prevention among pregnant women. Oral health education and promotion programs tha
science-based are needed for gravid women.
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