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Analysis on the Needs for the Evaluation of Icons
on the basis of Children’s Sensibilities
in Designing Multimedia Contents for Elementary Education

Jeonghye Han'  Miheon Jo''

ABSTRACT

In order to enhance instructional effects of multimedia contents, it is critical to emphasize the
importance of interface and the affective aspects of learner characteristics in design processes. The main
aim of this research was to assess the needs for evaluating icon design strategies on the basis of
children’s sensibilities by investigating differences between children and teachers in their sensibilities to
the icons used in multimedia contents for elementary education. Some interesting findings were obtained
from the research. Children had richer sensibilities to the icons presented in multimedia contents than
teachers in terms of the average number of adjectives reflecting sensibilities. Among the children group,
children living in urban areas showed richer sensibilities to the contents than those in rural areas. When
the frequencies of the use of 5 adjectives commonly used by the two groups were compared, teachers
showed positive sensibilities, but children demonstrated some negative sensibilities. Also chiidren
demonstrated richer sensibilities to certain contents than teachers. The results of the research indicated
the need for evaluating icon design strategies on the basis of children's sensibilities in designing
multimedia contents for children.
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