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Abstract

In Korea, home economics in the secondary school level was only taught to girls until
1995. So., home economics education only for girls was criticized to sexist education by
the feminists. According to the 6th revision of curriculum, home economics has been
taught to girls and boys. But some of curriculum developers raises another questions on
home economics education. They argue that home economics is a subject which prepares
students for the demand of their day-to-day lives, but they can manage their lives well
without school learning.

The Purpose of this study is to explore the educational values of home economics in
secondary education from the gender-sensitive approach. For this study, a literature
survey on the nature of home economic education in secondary education and the
content analysis on 12 secondary school textbooks of Home Economics were employed.

The results are as follows:

First, the educational values of home economics education should not be underestimated.
The aims of home economics education is to help students grow into a independent
person by managing their daily lives. The home is charged with fostering a side of our
life which we might call personal, private, intimate and nurturing. The management of
the home needs good skills and attitudes, and many knowledges on the child rearing,
family relation, marriage, love and sex, which can not be successfully acquired without
school learning. And home economics education for boys and girls can help break down
the barriers between the sexes because it can change the attitudes of students
regarding the private sphere, which is traditionally where women have worked. Second,
most of contents of Home Economics were composed of the women-oriented contents.
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There was a trend still describing that domestic labor mainly be carried out by mother.
And the ideas that only the family consisting of two parents and their children is
normal were founded. Finally, directions of development of the Home Economics

Education are suggested.
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