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< Abstract>

The purpose of this study was to identify how characteristics of children, parents, family, and the extra
context relate to disciplinary practices and to examine the cumulative effects of positive variables on effective
disciplinary practices of employed and unemployed mothers. Disciplinary practices of both employed and
unemployed mothers were correlated with number of child, husband support, parenting stress, social
support, quality of life, and satisfaction of early childhood program. Parenting stress was the strongest
predictor of disciplinary practices for both employed and unemployed mothers. Both employed and
unemployed mothers exposed to several positive variables were more likely to exhibit effective disciplinary
practices than mothers who were not.
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