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A System of English Vowel Transcription Based on Acoustic Properties

7 o g+
Dae—Won Kim

ASTRACT

There are more than five systems for transcribing English vowels. Because of this
diversity, teachers of English and students are confronted with not a little problems
with the English vowel symbols used in the English—Korean dictionaries, English text
books, books for Phonetics and Phonology. This study was designed to suggest
criterions for the phonemic transcription of English vowels on the basis of phonetic
properties of the vowels and a system of English vowel transcription based on the
criterions in order to minimize the problems with inter—system differences. A speaker
(phonetician) of RP English uttered a series of isolated minimal pairs containing the
vowels in question. The suggested vowel symbols are as follows: (1) Simple vowels:
/i/ in beat, /i/ bit, /e/ bet, /=/ bat, /ai/ father, /ola/ bod, /o:/ bawd, /u/ put, /u/ boot /a/
but, and /a/ about /s:l3xr/ bird. (2) Diphthongs: /ar/ in bite, /au/ bout, /o1/ boy, /3ulou/
boat, /el/ bait, /esllesr/ air, /uasluar/ poor, /isliar/ beer. Where two symbols are shown
corresponding to the vowel in a single word, the first is appropriate for most speakers
of British English and the second for most speakers of American English.
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7158 AABIL (2) I 71FC gt Fo] 348 BVAAE ANE F 3) dE 2
7HA EH QA BIAARS AAo)HE EA wxEY FuA o I REe29 7
33E % 71E 2AC 29 2% A 85t olE A F30lY HFE F
¢l RP(Received Pronunciation) English® §A1s GolE FAlsle 429 (SA48AH9
Z& AMEEIT

2.1 E&349 71538 8% 7

AR, M2 O 4E AZE OE 71Z2 #2780
o2 54 H29 A(minimal pair)¥ bead$} bid7t SHE ©oZ ¥4 B 9 bead?y
7288 Mg 2 FH A (resonant cavity)ol] 93 ZSHE A2 & $4
olt}, &, bead® E&2 bidd E&xRth AAEA (front) I A8 (high)e]l © At welA
EES NE A8 713 /g /R B8 Zol wig At
EA, SYE F 227 59 @304 43 E HAdE o dols} 22 & =
Aol dFHA FRE AolE Ho|A oj2f @ AelE 1 F49 oA WEAEE Zl-r3}°q
£23 7o Wt dE EY bead® ELL bide ESXR HEF 58%(33% ~

tlo

100%) B= ZA 255 A2 #5804
welA bead?) ES2 /i/E bide] ESS W/E BIEE Ro] fedA A8 49 7)
S3to] B¢ F 7HA 71EE UMEAAE £ Qo beadd EF /i/E bide E& W/RY 1T

A AgAol At a8, <leld AolE EES4Y 71ZERH A5 7HsE7] d'el
224 (pitch) AT ZFEA (tense) AAL 47159 &4 (simplicity) 2 48] Ex=2
7133 8x @& ol wiEdast ASAHAFES /i/9 pitchs ¥F 144 Hz(140~150
hz2) & A&se Hd 67 ms(44~80 ms) XN&E F 37 s 6wl /9 pitche B
138 HzZ Al&ste HF 15 ms(0~32 ms) A&® ¥ s7sct =§ fi/= /Y 124
3 Aol 37] e fir/ £ ZEA N/el viEt] 9 Z8E&FFel d At webA
life 3% Lo)3 /e AgA VELOZ BBE & Qo V)8 OB Ae 2ed

a4 E%E Ze el A dgo] Jhsstioh
AR, Fo] AFEL £49 24 AL FEH 715 [[] Yol 33AH 289 752
H718HE o)FE 29 v AL AAVIER EI% o|FELY AZ9 HI|d FSA
12 AR AR g SARA 2AE T 2t oE 5o, main /er/) B fe/s
24 FEFEES /e/(men) 8 Aold 134 (pitch) & v¥]ma] B9, maing A /e/
pitch 135 HzZ AlZsle] o 55 ms A &HTr) spdset, v &
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£ //9 ol 104 ms AET pltch“ 120 HzollX 378t 28y /e/d) A4 5=
124

lef = Ao17t 181 msZE /fe/BT) 80% BT W Atk =3 pitche
3 173}, o)Ata o) oj]Fr Lo &
284 AT B9 Lol &

22< mend 2 &
HzZ A&3le] 48 ms A48 +
A GRS Hj3le gutzgor

A4 (tense) B& itesau 2o (AE) a
AgA (lax) B 1E22AUD/
gololF R g9 HII: el 30/ou au ar Ul U’ es

49 B AA=

.90
“Ta

AR F29 715t BF 7Ed w APH Fo] B
a7 13 & 2004 RE upg} 2
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& F Y 7137 9
o (ZAdi4g, 2003).
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Key word
symbol

bead bid bed bad bird bud cot

iz 1 € ® 3/ A v

Key word
symbol

boot put caught card about four
u: U 2 a: )

si/oir

Key word

er sulou au ar a1 ua

eight boat bow bite boy poor pair
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2.3 OIES A B/NAAEY v ZEH

E 1o AAE EAY Foj249 EVAA (¥ 1, ¥ 29 & do2g EIAHAE
o] ojrl HelM ojgA MZE G&A Ao)F e FAHLE vlw ¥A3tuA .

E 1. YoRg B AA1Q Hx. ¢ B2 F /A9 7137 oW, A= 7P F
A= w)Zgojolr} (Ladefoged, 1993, 3" ed., Table 4.1; 2001, Fig. 2.2: K & K =
Kenyon & Knott, 1953; EPD 14 = Gimson/Jones, 1977; LPD = Wells, 1991; EPD
16 = Roach, Hartman and Setter, 2003).

@o] | Ladefoged K&K EPD 14 EPD 16 | Wells (LPD) | D.W. Kim
beat i i it i: iz it
bit I 1 i 1 I I
bait el e ei el el el
bet € € e e e [
bat & & & & & &
father a a a a: a a:’
bod D a ) o/a: o/a: o/a
bawd 2 ) 2 at/a: 2:/p: 2
boat au/ou o ou au/ou au/ou 3u/ou
pull U U u U U U
pool u u u u u: u
butt A A ] A A A
bird 3/3 3 a: 3:/3: 31/34 3:/air
bite a1 a1 ai a1 a1 a1
bout au au au au au au
boy o1 . o1 oi o1 o1 o1

2.3.1 beat /ii/$} bit //

A BEE27% /iY/sh We AF7AEe] JWE LPD(Wells, 1991), EPD 16
(Roach, Hartman and Setter, 2003} TolA A& S4X719 22 7138 AH&3 Q)
t}. 22}, Kenyon & Knott(1953) 8} Ladefoged(1993; 2001, 4" ed. Figure 2.2) 8] &
A71% //$% // 2812 EPD 14(Gimson & Jones, 1977)8 2&S4 ®7] /iv/9} /i/9hE
t}2th Kenyon & Knott (1953) 9} Ladefoged (1993, 3™ ed., Table 4.1.; 2001, 4™ ed.
Figure 2.2)9 24713 /i/% N/e A2 T8 24F HME 98 738 78 s &
9 7153te] #% A WA J|EL FF AL Joy F oA J|EQ] SHE F 32
TUT #ANAN SA4H R AdE o Hojg L 5A3 o] dBHA FRF x}o)
Ro|d o]ggt Aold 1 49 o|xF WEAAZ 7HEsle 243 Erld Wi}

Zx)7)%] 283 glch. wHe] EPD 14(Gimson & Jones, 1977)9] 2884 %7] /iy/
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2.3.2 pool /u:/3 pull /u/
pool /u/ pull /% Y beat /ii/9 bit /& 2L MM Aol Jhsdio.

2.3.3 bait /e// boat /3s/ou/ bout /av/ bite /ai/ boy /oi/

E 194 EF Q%o] A7}t AXNE o] FESLAS HU|¢ BEF dAde RIAAE
At

Kenyon & Knott(1953) & bait /e/Z bait /e/9 2ol @RS 2 A stn Uo o]
Z8g&02 AZs: Aol Atde] F4E £ vt

AA7} B7)% boat /su/ov/NM XY FFRo Y ©)FEZY AL BEHES /2 A
g 713E gtk ¥ 104 £ 5 QR0] @2E boat /o/2 A 2|§ Kenyon & Knott(1953) £}
Jou/2 A% EPD 14% Ad8tiE EF boat /ou/HE °lFELY & AviRE
(schwa) /o/Z ®E7182 Ytk o] AL o]F2FY #AFL S ES7|5E AHdte &
49 7133k BT A WA 78S AP2EAM AHEAEE AuiEA Eot aboutd /o/8] 2
°]% 25 ms®)I pitcht 98 HzZE AABARIAL 8@t olFES /3u/9 HF /3/9] Aol
= @) wEt 90~154 mso| L pitcht 141~145 HzZ Al&ete] 8~32 ms A& F
et Wy o 28 A/ olFESY FoE I AL FHAHNY £F F°]
9 kB fo/dllE A7 FAAA R AAE BFHHME & ok

EPD 14°A+& bait /el/ bout /av/ bite /a)/ boy /oV/E /ei/ /aw/ /ai/ /oi/E E7]8F3 §1o]
49 7138 U A AR 7E F u#EEE A dESY JIEE ¥ E 9
wrgto 24 AMIAS AL AT

2.3.4 butt /a/$} bird /3:/3/

EPD149] EZ|AAE AY3nE 2% buttd birdd E&E /WS /a/3/Z BI85
9lth. EPD14¢lA & butt$} birdE /bat/9} /be:d/2 E7IstE Qo] @R Aol zpolnt Q)
' R "ol A a8y /8 fsi/si/fe & uE F e 710l e AR UE &
Aolt}. EPD14olXME ‘ME & S$42F AR 98 738 B3t e $49) 7153
7% 3 WA 71E¢ 2R g3 AUk I A AES fo/E aboutd Ao
America® FHAY T4 SRAMT AHRHE J)Zolth

2.3.5 bod /o/a/9} bawd /foi/
ool a9 PYIIAE AANA ¥ (turned script a) /o/fE cAE FAZHAIA ¥ (open
o) fof WAl AE3 7|5 E =G HFEAAM &S] B ¢ vk HAQ & bawd$d
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bod8 EE ZHolwt g o] ofle £& uE = Y& V5T }E AR gE S0
2 /o/% o/AE NZE O 715E AMSHE Rol 29 Z1Estel dig R AR 71FE
o] 2R k=) Y2YE TR Ut EPD14%IM bodd ESE /o/2 B8 Yo
/2 B7)3He Ao) vigA st vlFgoldNE /o/E /o/2 RS Ao dwtEolt. O
2y EPD16(2003) 3 LPD(1991) X%+ bod$t bot?] vl=ge] 2&E § o AR /a/
2 B7)8t3 Qlov @RS /o/E BV HolE YEME 71E v Edol B4HE &
7ol wet AE3td F9 SAHFHoE ARgste Ao] wigA st 3§ bawd4t bought?] v
Zgo] ¥&& EPDI6(200)ME /a/2 E71E3 LPD(1991) M+ /o/2 B7I8HE Q)
o] B3 Aedg & 4 Atk bawd} boughtd] &S d5Yois} n|FH] BF /oi/
FUE FUNE BEA Ago] A& AR wdth

b

—_—

2.3.6 bet /e/$} bait /er/

EPD143 EPD163} LPDolM¥E bet /e/$} bait /e/$t Zo] 718k o] bet /e/olA
"zle) 79 =) O1FRE e/ B Je/v TF E5U AL GEL /e/o IS
244 (high) 3 AAEA (front) o) AhF o2 Ax TSA (pitch) E At} wakd Je/v B
A EZo|T [fe/e e/ TEHERILE QSN WdEZoZ EFHY TAHHE A M2
Og g40122 NZ g& 7|38 V)8 Aol |t

3.2 &

1. 9o BESS49 715 g 7182 o33 2

AR, MZ 8 S4e M2 BE 7152 87180

A, SHE F 24 59 #RM 4F R AdE o Hold) 22 5T A
Aol A=A F3H xjolF Kol ol2jdt AolE T T49 o)A WEAAR 1FFY
S48 ®7)0) i Ficl

AR, Fof o|FRE & 24 @)L 24 7% 1] ol A4 B9 71z
B715tS o]FEES) ¥l ¥5S ASAVIEE H7|ET

7384 (tense) B2 itesau oo (AF)

A4 (lax) & 1ezaauD/a
g

o]Fw L9 ¥7'er 3v/ou av al o1 ud es

2. B&g29 733k g 7] 9 gof EES4Y BVAAE oS 2o
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(1) 28 /i/ in beat, /1/ bit, /e/ bet, /®/ bat, /ai/ father, /ola/ bod, /o:/ bawd, /u/ put,
/u:/ boot /a/ but, and /a/ about /3:l3:t/ bird.

(2) ol#2-3: /ai/ in bite, /au/ bout, /o1/ boy, /aullou/ boat, /er/ bait, /eslear/ air,
fustuar/ poor, fisliot/ beer. ¥ @ol9] Bg&xdl F Y 757t o ARE FRYol
g $&= =59 E AR wh
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