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Pollution History of the Masan Bay, Southeast Korea, from
Heavy Metals and Foraminifera in the Subsurface Sediments

Han-Jun Woo"*, Jin-Hyung Cho', Kap-Sik Jeong', Chang-Soo Chung®
Su-Jae Kwon', and Sung-Min Park'

'Marine Geoenvionment & Resources Research Division, KORDI, Ansan PO. Box 29,
Seoul 425-600, Korea
ZOcean climate & Enviionment Research Division, KORDI, Ansan PO. Box 29, Seoul 425-600, Korea

Abstract: Heavy metal concentrations and benthic foraminiferal distributions were investigated in three short sediment
cores in order to understand the pollution history in Masan Bay. Sedimentation rates were 0.33 cm/yr, 0.20 cm/yr and
0.33 cm/yr in the inner bay, the out fall of Dugdong sewage disposal plant, and bay mouth, respectively. The rapid
increases of copper, zinc and lead concentrations at the core depth of 10 cm the upper part indicated that Masan Bay has
been polluted with industrial wastes since the 1940s. Benthic foraminifera in core sediments show that the variations in
their distribution were followed by industrial pollution in the bay. The number of individuals and species diversity
decreased, whereas agglutinated tests increased upward in the cores with increased heavy metal pollution. These shifts
effectd the abundance of few tolerant forms and consequently decreased the species diversity. The opportunistic species
- Eggerella advena and Trochammina pacifica increased in polluted sediments. These species can be used as an indicator
for assessments of environmental quality in Masan Bay.
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Fig. 1. Sampling locations of sediment cores in Masan Bay.
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Fig. 2. Excess “Pb profiles of sediment cores in Masan Bay. S stands for sedimentation rate estimated from “°Pb,, profiles;

ML, thickness of mixed layer.
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Fig. 3. Distribution of normalized values of Cu, Zn and Pb to Al concentration in sediment cores. The time scales are based on
sedimentation rates.
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Fig. 4. The vertical distributions of foraminifera in core M1, M4 and M6. N=number of individuals per 30 ml; H(S)=species

diversity.
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Z, 30ml% MAFE  568~4,893707], FrioRde
0.88~2.43, AFEAR322] HlE&2 20.2~97.8%% ¥
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2 7A4sth MadlA] vERks 352 Buccella
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E. advena= 10cmiE AHZ 2445 Zrisig 2
&3, T pacificas 10 cm*E EF7H] F7l8ke
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Eo] Zojd HFYLE 9.38~0.88¢F Zold i}
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Table 2. Heavy metal concentration (ug/g) and benthic foraminiferal characteristics in core M4 (N=number of individuals per

30 ml, H(S)= pecies diversity). Dominant species indicate relative abundance (%)

Station Depth Mz Cu Zn Pb N His) Arenaceous Bu.cc.ella Eggerlla El{;hidium Tn:;.hnfzm-
(cm)  (phi) (ug/®) (ngly) (g (%) Jrigida advena  etigoense pacifica
M4 1 10.0 379 176.5 305 568 09 97.8 04 12.3 09 770
3 - 27.8 1403 279 - - - - - - -
5 10.1 224 1176 262 1133 1.8 727 50 41.5 44 29.1
7 - 18.0 1034 226 - - - - - - -
9 102 17.1 1002 207 3293 24 364 5.1 25.5 25.7 6.3
11 - 15.8 95.5 17.7 - - - - - - -
13 - 15.6 95.5 185 - - - - - -
15 - 14.7 90.8 154 - - - - - -
17 - 142 87.6 17.1 - - - - - - -
19 10.0 13.8 87.5 16.2 4893 23 48.8 46 352 20.2 93
21 - 13.9 87.0 16.3 - - - - - - -
23 - 133 85.0 144 - - - - - -
25 - 13.5 86.0 15.0 - - - - - -
27 - 14.3 88.3 15.2 - - - - - - -
29 10.0 14.2 90.8 17.1 3448 23 20.2 24 127 39.2 52
%o 3RS HOtKTable 3). Yk OE o]F Ui Zol 10emE FFo8 ZAFE F71MHFig. 4).
T Aol 30emiE EFOE S fPol IUKE ARAEEY E advense o] 30cmiTE EFOE

2, 53] Zo] 10emiH EZ7HE ¥sd T
BthFig. 3). o] AL LPEA] fYHe wMt
gk SN 71 Ee] "HolA Qla stEeRe) Q)
Bl 7] wEel] S5 o] vt Wi B
£ dFez o}, vl ¥ FExY 0dx
TEo] 2H¢] JFE A&HoZ e o= Hel
o AR M6 A EANAN F 83F9] 5ol g
Ao, A4z ANSAHH Holwpt 45~53F°]
ERstT). 30 mi AAATE 1,927~4,840704), ZT4A
< 3.03~336, AFA3%4 HES 11.6~333%2 H
AE HAtk(Table 3). 30 miF 7MAFE FZolM 3
23& JERY, ST 10emellM EF0=2 7
FE AR AAEAT AHEGETEY HEe AR
8 Z7RM HA4ESGom)y2 Hg ¥
(33%)y2 Bolth dutxog A M6 M1z}t M4ol
H3le 30mld /AP SO ddFes =

o % M AGERY e e 9
epitk. 34 Mol Uehke $95e 494 %

3% (Alabaminella wedellensis, Elphidium etigoense,
Hopkinsina glabra, Nonionella stella, Pseudorotalia
gaimardii, Quinqueloculina seminulum)3 AR
(Eggerella  advena)o|th. A3 {335M E
etigoense, P gaimardii, Q. seminulum= Zi°] 20 cm
& 7lEoE BF02 ASE 7Adh, H glabra=

25% Fhhe 4% B,

E 9

el A ZRE 12709 e B3I ot
ko sl S 3 Bt 648,305 m'/day
ojn, Fskd FH A E FTAMERH AE
3, A, S Sl wWiEHZ UthERMA,
1994). o|2jg QHEZA ] & niiiute] wsay
FEZAL o] A9 298 7IEAA Ftt. vidwt
o] H7EL vkt FaMist gke] drMe) BH
oA 033 cm/yrel®, T FTHHEMA)AE 0.20
em/yr2 7189 A7A7H0.20~0.34 cm/yne} AR
#E EAUEFINSATL, 1993). mRiete] EFE
F A2AFoIN AH7IA7E AT AR Al
(19609t)yS AT wf, 749 Fojolld 2HE H
HEL Zo] 15cm AT EZ7Roy, o] EHH
EolA Cu, Zn, Pb] T2 FHE T7H8 Ho <l
A 2 HE S £ UchFig. 3). olE Al ¥
a9 AR g wRlg ZX MM 7 =
A UeRdE, ol $7F AAMIME 46
em FEH ] A AR ME)ETE ko] FofA]
o ez & Zog FyKI o o Ui
Eol HAES T 2 29xQl soeRY &
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Table 4. The number of individuals of pyrited species

Station No. MI MI MI MI MI M4 M4 M4 M4 M4 M6 M6 M6 M6 M6
Core Depth 0 8 15 20 30 0 5 10 20 30 0 5 10 20 30
No. of pyrited

specimens per 30 ml 12 136 555 218 138 10 103 1100 1067 1334 293 1234 1305 900 1900

pyrited specimens/

., 60.00 6329 48.05 5556 50.00 80.00 33.33 52.55 42.55 4849 2280 49.32 4508 42.65 44.39
calcareous specimens (%)

Alabaminella wedellensis 53 46 27 69 165 70 100
Ammonia beccarii 7 5 86 60 30 60
Ammonia ketienziensis 5 7 13 9 17 15 20 80
Anomalina ungeriana 7

Astrononion stelligerum 8 60 6 10 27 80 18 7 15 10 20
Astrononion umbilicatulum 8 75 11 33 18 10
Astrononion hanyudaense 15 7 9 17 10
Bolivina decussata 13 5 17

Bolivina robusta 7

Bolivina sp. A 5

Bolivina sp. B 5

Brizalina pacifica 10
Buccella frigida 4 3 3 33 113 133 46 34 30 20 140
Buccella sp. 7

Bulimina marginata 7 13 9 17 15

Buliming sp. 20
Cibicides inagawaensis 20
Cibicides refulgens 15

Cribrononion clavatum 8 30 5 6 2 20 27 13 14 27 34 15 30 20
Discorbis australis 5 7 10 20
Discorbis chinensis 10 40
Discorbis sp. A 3

Discorbis twaiwanensis 15 10
Elphidium advenum 5 75 60 53 65 20 120 150 90 180
Elphidium crispum 13 9 51 15 10 80
Elphidium etigoense 8 8 195 125 36 5 13 520 480 785 33 326 315 320 240
Epistominella naraensis 3 27 14 13 69 15 40 140
Eponides nipponicus 7

Evolvocassidulina sp. 10
Fissurina agassizi 18

Fissurina echigoensis 5 17 15

Fissurina laevigata 15

Fissurina marginata 17 10
Fissurina wiesneri 10
Gyroidinoides nipponica 7

Hopkinsina glabra 3 15 11 [ 13 67 27 51 40 69 60
Islandiella norcrossi 7

Miliolinelia circularis 5 45 11 30 15 10
Nonionella labradorica 17

Nonionella stella 27 40 9 47 86 165 30 0
Oolina hexagona 5

Planobulina sp. 7

Pseudononion japonicum 27 27 7 34 60 60 40
Pseudorotalia gaimardii 5 20 51 75 20 460
Quingueloculina seminulum 49 42 13 34 30 40 80
Quinqueloculina stalkeri 40 5 80
Rosalina sp. 15 10
Rutherfordoides mexicanus 5 45 5 12 7 33 67 138 20
Stainforthia sp. B 40 53 32 7 17 75

Triloculina tricarinata 34
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Appendix

Appendix. Distributions of benthic foraminifera in core sediments

Station No. MI MI MI Ml MI M4 M4 M4 M4 M4 M6 M6 M6 M6 Mo
Depth (cm) 0 8 15 20 30 0 5 10 20 30 0 5 10 20 30
No. of Species i1 22 19 15 17 10 24 33 29 41 49 45 53 49 48
No. of individuals per 300 411 228 340 226 227 340 494 367 747 289 219 240 243 242
fraction picked

No. of individuals per 30ml 1236 1121 3420 1855 1356 568 1133 3293 4893 3448 1927 3789 3600 2430 4840
Species Diversity (H(s)) 123 160 206 166 183 088 1.81 243 227 234 303 319 336 321 322
Equitability (E) 031 023 041 035 037 024 025 034 033 025 042 054 054 051 052
Arenaceous (%) 98.38 80.78 66.23 78.82 79.65 97.80 7265 3644 48.77 2021 3322 3333 1958 13.17 11.57
Mz. (phi) 938 975 954 9.83 996 10.10 10.15 997 995 938 978 970 946 988
Alabaminella wedellensis 044 059 324 214 830 362 750 288 248
Ammobaculites exigius 0.44 0.44 029 040 0.54 045 042 041 04}
Ammobaculites filiformis 874 438 351 1000 796 1.32 1.82 027
Ammobaculites obliguus 065 049 0388 0.88 029 040
Ammobaculites sp. 045 042
Anvmonia beccarii 0.20 013 035 226 417 165 207
Ammonia ketienziensis 073 040 027 027 069 045 250 247 331
Amphicoryna sp. A 0.13 041
Anomalina ungeriana 020 054
Astrononion hanyudaense 0.88 0.20 027 035 090 0.82
Astrononion stelligerum 122 175 029 044 147 142 354 268 104 090 125 247 083
Astrononion umbilicatulum 097 351 088 044 029 223 082 201 069 123 041
Bolivina decussata 027 040 069 136 042

Bolivina robusta 0.29 0.69 042 041 124
Bolivina sp. A 027 042 041
Bolivina sp. B 0.13 0.83

Brizalina pacifica 042 041
Buccella frigida 065 024 044 044 500 506 463 241 138 181 208 082 289
Bulimina marginata 040 054 054 090 042

Bulimina sp. 069 045 083 041
Cancris auriculus 045 041
Cassidulina carinata 041
Cibicides inagawaensis 035 041 0383
Cibicides refulgens 035 042 0.83
Cribrononion clavatum 122 439 059 133 044 294- 182 136 321 138 136 042 165 1.65
Discammina emaciata 032 024 044 061 027 040 090 125 082 041
Discorbis australis 027 035 045 125 082 165
Discorbis chinensis 044 1.04 045 083 041 124
Discorbis sp. A 0.29 027 013 104 0.83
Discorbis taiwanensis 250 370 248
Eggerella advena 1812 730 7.89 794 929 1232 4148 2551 3515 1272 1799 1357 9.17 370 207
Elphidium advenum 073 263 243 191 388 208 543 500 494 1033
Elphidium crispum 0.29 027 027 226 167 288 455
Elphidium etigoense 065 1022 1228 1000 575 038 441 2571 2016 39.22 934 1176 1333 2099 8.68
Epistominella naraensis 059 038t 040 346 271 125 288 331
Epistominella nipponica 1.38 041
Eponides nipponicus 029 020 054

Eponides sp. 035

Evolvocassiduling sp. 041
Fissurina agassizi 1.82 082 094 069

Fissurina echigoensis 088 0.20 0.13 045 042

Fissurina laevigata 1.25

Fissurina marginata 0.13 1.04 090 0.82
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Station No. MI MI Ml MI MI M4 M4 M4 M4 M4 M6 M6 M6 M6 M6
Depth (cm) 0 8 15 20 30 0 5 10 20 30 0 5 10 20 30
Fissurina orbignyana 042

Fissurina wiesneri 035 082 041
Gaudryina niigataensis 042
Globocassidulina parva 035

Gymidinoides nipponica 035

Hanzawaia sp. 035 045

Hopkinsina glabra 073 044 0838 133 647 9.11 463 9.10 1349 905 458 535 455
Islandiella norcrossi 0.20 045 041
Islandiella norvangi 0.35

Jadammina sp. 027 035

Lagena clavata 029 029 020 040 0.45

Lagena laevis 0.20 027

Lagena parri 0.13 042 041
Lagena sulcata 0.42

Miliolinella circularis 097 307 118 265 035 045 167 041 041
Nonionella labradorica 059 020 054 013 069 090 042 041
Nonionella stella 029 101 109 067 484 452 583 206 083
Oolina globosa 041
Oolina hexagona 027

Paracassidulina sulcata 0.69

Planobulina sp. 0.35

Pleurostomella alternans 032 073 044 029 020 041
Pleurostomella sp. 0.73

Pseudononion japonicum 101 054 040 173 271 250 370 165
Pseudorotalia gaimardii 013 173 271 667 823 19.01
Quingueloculina polygona 042 041 083
Quingueloculina seminulum 049 263 559 531 029 0.82 208 317 333 700 537
Quingueloculina sp. 042
Quingueloculina stalkeri 024 044 0.29 163 027 206 207
Reophax difflugiformis 0.69 083 082 1.65
Reophax sp. 032 024 173 045 041
Reussella aculeata 041
Rosalina sp. 042 041
Rutherfordoides mexicanus 032 146 175 088 221 206 243 436 696 035 045 041
Spiroloculina sp. A 042 041 083
Spiroplectammina henmii 035 090 042 082 083
Spiroplectammina higuchii 123 124
Spirosigmoilinella sp. A 024 044 067 035 136 083 247 083
Spirosigmoilinella sp. B 054 0.13 045 083 041
Spirosigmoilinella sp. C 090 042 0.83
Stainforthia sp. B 029 283 163 107 069 181 250

Textularia earlandi 971 608 965 912 1239 440 118 121 300 054 242 045 125 123 083
Triloculina tricarinata 035 090 042 041 041
Trochammina

globigeriniformis 176 0.35

Trochammina japonica 226 042 082
Trochammina pacifica 60.19 60.34 4298 51.75 4823 77.02 29.13 628 926 522 899 995 250 083
Trochammina sp. 0.88 090 042 041 083
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