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Differences in Story Comprehension: Children's Reading Levels
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Abstract

In this study of children’s story comprehension, 157 first grade students were randomly selected
from 2 elementary schools. Based on their test scores on standardized reading comprehension test,
36 children in the upper and in the lower 25th percentiles were assigned to either a high or a low
reading group. Children of both groups read the same story presented either by CD-ROM or by
printed-book. Story comprehension was measured by retelling the story and by questions on
comprehension. Data were analyzed by 2-way ANOVA. Results showed significantly higher
comprehension scores in CD-Rom compared with the printed-book group. The difference in
comprehension scores between the CD-ROM and the printed-book groups was greater than in the

low reading group compared with the high reading group.
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