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(Abstract)

The purpose of this study was to examine the social support network for divorced single mother families. The data were
gathered through in-depth interviews with seven divorced single mothers who had at least one school-age child. Qualitative
analysis of data showed that divorced single mothers evaluated themselves based on other people’s perception. There were
mainly three different kinds of self-images, which were “a competent divorced woman,” “a bad child to my parents,” and “a
socially weak person.” We also found that there were two factors that influenced the everyday lives of single mothers: all of
them suffered hardships in living as a divorced woman with children, and they also had to deal with the weakened solidarity
with family of origin, relatives, and neighbors. Single mothers shared common problems yet their lifestyles and adjustment
strategies were diverse. Therefore, diverse social welfare policies for education and counseling for single mothers are urgently
needed to support and empower divorced single mothers.

AT 29)(key words) : 94 IR 7= (female-headed single-parent family), =A}7}%(single-mother family)
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