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Bookstart in the UK: its operation and significance
- A case study of Bookstart in Sheffield -
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ABSTRACT

Bookstart is a gifting project, which aims to provide free books to babies in order to promote the idea of early book sharing
and to develop a life long love of books. Bookstart was initiated in the UK in 1992 by the independent charity Booktrust in
co-operation with Birmingham Library Services, South Birmingham Health Authority and Birmingham University School of
Education. The idea of Bookstart has begun to spread not only to Korea but also to other countries. Bookstart in Korea is due
to actively operate in many local governments. Therefore, many library researchers, scholars and professionals, council officers
and ordinary people who are involved in Bookstart in Korea are urgently looking for materials on Bookstart in the UK. Consequently,
this study examines Bookstart in the UK and the main aims of this study are: to produce results applicable to the successful
operation of Bookstart in Korea: to give Bookstart-related people an understanding of many aspects of the operation of Bookstart:
and to provide ideas and information on the operation of Bookstart in Korea. In order {o obtain useful data, the researcher used
a questionnaire and interview method and reviewed the literature. The study revealed that Bookstart in the UK aims not only
to promote babies’ interest in books and reading but also to improve family relationships and to tackle social exclusion.
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Interview Schedule

This interview is being carried out as part of my personal research. In order to fur-
ther my research, I would like to ask you some questions about Bookstart in Sheffield
and its operation, budgets, staff, Bookstart related programs, etc. I should emphasise
that your answers will be treated in strict confidence and your name will not be iden-
tified in the article. In order to obtain as accurate record as possible, I would like to

tape-record this interview. Do you have any objection to it?

Part A. Operation, Budgets and Staff
I would like to start by asking about its operation, budgets and staff.

1. What is the procedure for parents getting a Bookstart bag from public libraries?
2. What age of babies are given a Bookstart bag?

3. How many free books are given?

4. What kinds of books are given to babies?

5. Who chooses the books?

6. Who provides the funds for Bookstart in Sheffield?

7. Is Bookstart only carried out by the members of the Bookstart Team?

8. How do local public libraries participate in the Bookstart project?

9. How is Bookstart going in Sheffield, and is it popular by parents?
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Part B. Bookstart related programs
I will now move on to ask about Bookstart related programs.

10. What are the three pilot projects?

11. Do many parents participate in the three projects?

12. Why are four staff members based in one particular public library, and is there any

special reason?

13. What is the purpose of the Sheffield Baby Book Award?

14. What is the difference between ‘Baby Times' and ‘Crawl and Climb’?

Part C. Other Matters

I will now move on to ask you other matters regarding Bookstart in Sheffield

15 What is the Adult Learning Team?

16. What is the Bookstart library ticket?

17. What is ‘the rhyming place mat'?

18. What does the expression ‘sharing books (with babies) mean’'?

19. What does the expression Thymes with time to play’ mean?

20. What does the expression ‘socialise’ mean?

Conclusion

To conclude, is there anything else you would like to add about Bookstart in Sheffield?



