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Abstract : This study examines Korean-related description from 1931 to 2002 in 18 university-level ‘World
Regional Geography’ textbooks, being published as English. During this period, the amounts of Korean-related
contents in world regional geography textbooks have gradually increased. The main Korean-related topics were
generally ‘Colonization by Japan’, ‘Korean War’, ‘Rapid economic development in South Korea', and ‘North
Korea’. The distorted information and erroneous description about Korea were mostly found in textbooks. The
national and cultural identity of Korea was severely distorted and made a fallacy by ‘accidental-centered’ thought.
It is suggested that foreign geographers who refer ‘Korea’ in World Regional Geography textbooks need to
critically re-examine the ways in which Korean-related contents are in proper place.
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- ‘Korea was annexed by Japan in 1910; its position in
relation to Honshu should be noted’(Newbigin, 1940,
200)

- ‘1910 it was annexed to the Japanese Empire in order
that it might not be seized by Russia.’(Stamp, 1943, 487)

- ‘In 1910, all pretense cast aside, Japan annexed Korea,
renaming it Chosen.’(James, 1974, 292)

YAy AAYE Foel $9g Fuy

YBo| FFg wisiycts Hrh FA A Hg
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- ‘The Chino-Japanese War, 1894-95, was brought on

because of the rivalry between the two countries as to
- Russian began to
and finally
threatened to gain control of Korea --- Korea was to be

which should control Korea
strengthen her position in Manchuria ---

granted autonomy, but was later annexed in 1910, (Stull
- Hatch, 1931, 424)

- ‘With Russian influence and pressure checkmated, Korea
became a Japanese protectorate, though it was not
formally annexed to the Japanese Empire until 1910.°(
Wheeler, Jr. - Kostbade - Thoman, 1955, 492)

- ‘In 1905, after Russo-Japanese War, Korea became
Japanese Empire.’(Fisher, 1989, 626)

- ‘- in the Sino-Japanese War of 1894-1895, and ousting
Russia from Korea to southern Manchuria in the Russo-
Japanese War of 1904-1905. From 1905 until 1945 Korea
was firmly under Japanese control, being formally
annexed to the Japanese Empire ion 1910 ---’(Wheeler,
Jr. - Kostbade, 1990, 442)

J2|3 e el e AU IR A

« ‘In 1910 Japan took over the adjoining peninsular of
Korea, with its agricultural and mineral resources and its
valuable ice-free harbors.’ (Bradley, 1945, 399)

« ‘Lack of sufficient coal and iron ore was one of Japan’s
real reason for embarking on its career of Asiatic
conguest. This purpose was evident in the conquest of
Korea(Chosen) in 1910.’(Packard - Overton - Wood,
1949, 438)

« ‘From 1905 to the end of World War II, the peninsular
became an integral part of Japanese Empire, functioning
as a sources of minerals for resource-poor Japan as well
as a market for Japanese industries.’(Clawson, 1995,
347)
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W(The Partition of Korea)' o]k HA| 3lol] o]z}
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- ‘In 1950 North Korea attacked South korea in force, and
United Nations units, mainly American, entered the

peninsular to repel the aggression --- while truce talks

were under way from July 1951 until an armistice was
arranged in the summer of 1953.'(Wheeler, Jr.
Kostbade - Thoman, 1955; Wheeler, Jr. - Kostbade,
1990, 442)

- ‘However, in 1950, the North koreans attempted to invade
the southem section of the country. United Nations forces
came to the defense of South korea in its critical position,
but it was not until 1953 that the war was brought to an
end."(James, 1964, 354 - 1974, 292)

= A4S o iEE dAERT v Aol
7F o AR zlelE vehdth dubroz
gAY olF 2719 AAMAME FFAA
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A el 2HE F3 Atk De Bj(1971 -
1995) 9} Hoy(1978)9] AIAIA| A=) 2)et 7 3paof A
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[y
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QESE
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A zs4h

1ol 47 g2A e B
- ‘In 1950 North Korea sought to reunite the country by

force and invaded the South -+
was arranged in mid-1953, but not before the people and

Eventually a cease-fire

land of Korea had been ravaged in a way that was
unprecedented even in its violent past.’(De Blij, 1971,
512)

- ‘A half million Chinese died on behalf of North Korea’s
campaign to reunite the peninsular by force(1950-1953),
China provides North Korea with crucial resources and is
its leading trade parter.’(De Blij, 1995, 249-250)

‘-« the Korean War which hardened this division, new
economic patterns have emerged, Each half has attempted
to round out its economic structure in order to achieve

greater self-sufficiency ---'(Hoy, 1978, 653)

(3) NICs - The Four Tigers(1980~1995)

wate) AA meke 19709 S8 o] BRE A F}
HAoH 19979 IMF Atel o) A7bA] AAANA B
7] EF AARTE o] Fqtk Fee] ZEdhal
AA G AAAGR e g DFHA] gAY
Folut &S 7iesled AWE LestA sk
. B2 A gRtge] At #d oy ZHAE
ot @ate] AxEAS dzbEd AzhelA 7
=3tdrh AAAGR 2 g ZAME gFete] A

A =g Jlgste o dol F2% FAEA
SRt didog WY olF @)l ol
A g l-ﬁx-l]}ﬂxl-oﬂ 2L FI olF AN

YA MHEdT dtt =3I Wheeler, Jr. -
Kostbade(1990) & @3te] AAAF-E vIE3le o7
ZAAAQ ZHo] olu] wm3tolu} YLz AT
g dEe vy estuA dEte] AASES
mj - Fo] F7istrt

- ‘South Korea was growing rapidly in output and income
during the mid-1980s, and competition from its products
was causing concern to competing American and
Japanese industries.’(Wheeler, Jr - Kostbade, 1990, 445-
446)
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AE F49 AAEZE, IMFS 7] (Clawson, 1995) 5
o|t}, Charles et all(1990)& & $% ZAAL=
#o] ZHAolA Fito] A AIFS FAGsE A
g J)edtdn. ¥ ©E Algel7l s g
Fisher(1989) N A= =49 ZAA XA v sl
FAA] BHdE A GRS Qe LR B
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“+«-, the intimate company government relationships have

promoted the economic fortunes of a few select family-
owned megacorporations called chaebol. In 1998, the top
seven chaebol, which include the global firms of Daewoo,
Hyundai, and Samsung, accounted for half of all South
Korean exports.’(Clawson, 1995, 349)

- ‘When the crisis hit in 1997, the South Korean currency
--+, and the International Monetary Fund rescued the
national economy with the largest loan ever made to a
single country.’(Clawson, 1995, 349)

- ‘The South Korea economy has recently shown some
signs of the strain of being the faster expanding in the
world. Inflation and rising wages have resulted in the loss
of some markets for cheap consumer products to Taiwan
and Hong Kong.'(Charles et al., 1990, 308)

- ‘Unfortunately, political development has not kept pace
with economic improvement and represents a serious
challenge for the future of the Korean peninsular.’(Fisher,
1989, 629)

dato] AMAAGAS T WS A7
2 7k o7t dnh, AAEE zJ|dE
NICs(Newly Industrialized Countries)?oll Z 38 &
27t2A Q=] Beld dAxF 5 AA Z o
9 AEFFFIES @A NEIAT g2
AN 28 wgAel Fehs NICsEA AT
YgEolt

- ‘These NICs include Singapore, Hong Kong, Brazil,
Mexico, Taiwan, and South Korea’(Jackson - Hudman,
1982, 82)

- ‘The NICs are in a transition between the least
industrialized countries of the world and the mature,
industrialized economies of the developed world’
Examples include Singapore, Hong Kong, Brazil, Mexico,
Taiwan, South Korea, Argentina, and Chile’ (Jackson
Hudman, 1985, 9)

- ‘Two types of countries that were once in the poor group

- The second type is the newly industrializing

countries(NICs) represented by Brazil and South Korea’
(Fisher, 1989, 80)

- ‘East Asia’ s NICs are ideally placed for trade: Hong
Kong and Singapore -+, and ports quickly grew up in
Taiwan and South Korea to export the growing volume of

manufactured goods.’(Bunce - Lambert, 1994, 152)

Jevt ofrje} A He) A7HE, divt 3§
A Gl OE thF9 NICs Bt Atzgoz F
st ol Ul UtE xPE3l 3o ‘opalole
Y utg] 2(The Four Tigers) 2.8 E#sgtt =
AA AR AARFEFS A A e v
HEEA AARAE olF7e FEAA TS
g FHEEA HFIATE 53] G2 ofAlote]
H rote] &' F FEFVIEA EFHUD

« ‘Over past 20 years, however, Japan has been challenged.
Although it remains the undisputed leader, it now faces
growing competition from the so-called Four Tigers of
FEast and South-East Asia: South Korea, Taiwan, Hong
Kong, and Singapore. Among these, populous and
productive South korea.’(De Blij, 1995, 245)

- ‘East Asia has three of the so-called Asian Tigers, newly
industrialized territories taht have experienced rapid
economic growth that has lifted them from the periphery
of the world-system to the semiperiphery. These are Hong
Kong , South Korea, and Taiwan(the fourth Asian Tiger is
Singapore, in Southeast Asia.’(Marston - Knox -
Livermann, 2002, 442)

(4) SEtoll chet Bd(1995~BIRY)
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#3974 o)A o F2 FEael B o
71%—3— 2 sy Wgel doly Aolg melth
AFAY o149 BB HEE T (Korea) ¥
gol Eggo] Bael FRF FEAYC] 7 WE
g oRgiom Y val YhHOZ e We

ol ZleHth I 534 o|Fe e
c JJr ded 1o e vse zmsw 5o}
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- ‘While the debate over the U.S. relationship with China
focused on the human rights issue, another matter
influenced it: the apparent drive by North Korea to join
the nuclear club. Undoubtedly, the U.S. administration
hoped that China would join in an effort to dissuade North
Korea from pursuing its nuclear aims, even to the point of
Jjoining a United Nations sanctions policy.’(De Blij, 1995,
249)
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- ‘North Korea remains a hermit-like communist
dictatorship with an economy that is practically lifeless.’
(Clawson, 1995, 346)

+ ‘North Korea is the unenviable position of being the
neighbor of both the Chinese and the Russian at a time of
poor relations between those two countries. It has moved
defily, maintaining trade and a amicable relationship with
both.'(Stansfield, 1990, 308)
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+ ‘Reunification seems a long way off, but it would make
sense from a regional geographic perspective.’(Marston
- Knox - Livermann, 2002, 441)
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- ‘After the war between China and Japan in 1895, it
became independent.’(Stamp, 1943, 487)

- ‘The Soviet Union entered the war in Asia only shortly
before the surrender of Japan, which had occupied Korea

since 1895."(Stansfield, 1990, 305)

- ‘Once more Japan was victorious, and as a result of the
war she soon annexed Korea, changing the name of her
new possession to Chosen ---’(Thurston - Faigle, 1944,
266)

+ ‘In 1910 the Japanese, fearing the country might fall into
the hands of Russians, made Korea a part of the Japanese
Empire. They said that Korea was a dagger pointed at the
heart of the Japan. They changed their name of the
country to Chosen +--’(Packard - Overton - Wood, 1949,
437)

(2) BRe| 1A - 251N AN YT

¥R YARHNE EFs 2T 2 94
o o) wHAT 0 W 5 EY A} o
sol gt} ol e BFe] F7h4 HAYE WA4H
Z28 24 29 shigdolx 273z AAA
AAFTHAE ol B F2T AL AT
AT}, #Fo) EHHOE FHe) YL B
AHROIAT 2F Y17 £ AAHCE 35
Al wol & AXNY BHY 2L 44 2
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(RO CAR R A [
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e

- ‘In 1910 Japan annexed Korea which for hundreds of
years had been under Chinese control but which for some
years before the annexation had enjoyed a measure of
independence.’(Packard - Overton - Wood, 1949, 435)

+ ‘The “Hermit Kingdom,” Korea, was for centuries to a

»

greater or less degree under the control of China -+
(Packard - Overton - Wood, 1949, 437).

+ ‘In many ways Korea might have become a part of China.
Through much of its history, it has existed as a loose
political appendage of the Middle Kingdom and owes
China a profound cultural debt ---'(Hoy, 1978, 651;
Fisher, 1989, 626)

283 5o 344 FAA #EE WHEol
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st FAESE FEA TFEEY 1 A4
ZAE& GeEsty ok ol d= E3te AIAY
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» ‘The Korean Peninsular serves as a land bridge between
China and Japan. People have been coming and going
over this bridge for thousands of years. Those who stayed
and settled became Koreans. Racially and culturally the
Koreans are mixture, in which Chinese and Japanese
traits are the most common. In the north the Chinese
element in the mixture is the stronger; in the South the
Japanese element is predominant.” (James, 1964, 354;
1974, 292)
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‘-« its impact was far-reaching, for Japanese investment
and development projects initiated the transformation of
Korea’s traditional economy and society. Without the
Japanese contribution of roads, railroads, ports, mines,
factories, and irrigation systems, today’s growth of
progress would probably not have been possible.’(Fisher,
1989, 626-627)

‘««« the Japanese and particularly the Chinese exerted
significant influence on the development of Korean
culture.” +-- The Japanese influence also included learned
technological and business skills that were intended to
prepare the South for later entry into the global economy.’

(Clawson, 1995, 347)

- ‘During their period of control the Japanese developed

transportation, agriculture and industry, --- The Korean
people received few benefits from these developments,
however, since the increased production was put mainly
to Japanese uses.’(Wheeler, Jr - Kostbade, 1990, 442-

443)
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- ‘Korea, or Chosen is a large mountainous peninsula.’
(Stamp, 1943, 487)

- ‘The Korean peninsular serves as a land bridge between
China and Japan. People have been coming or going over
this bridge for thousands of years ---’(James, 1964, 354;

3

stzpi

1974, 292)

+ ‘The peninsular of Korea reaches from the East Asian
mainland toward Japan and, not surprisingly, has

experienced a turbulent history ---'(De Blij - Muller,

1981, 499)

- Japan’s closet approach to the Asian mainland is in the
extreme west, where the peninsular of Korea lies only
about 110 miles(177Km) away ---'(Wheeler, Jr. -
Kostbade, 1990, 442)
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Atk 12)7 ARAe] FHE HET Fro}R of
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- ‘In May, 1948, an election was held under the watchful
eyes of American occupying forces in southern Korea.’
(Packard - Overton - Wood, 1949, 437)
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o

- ‘During their period of control the Japanese developed
transportation, agriculture, and industry, the latter from a
sizable base of mineral and power resources --- After
1945 the Korean economy was sertously disorganized and
handicapped by the division between North and South.’
(Wheeler, Jr. - Kostbade - Thoman, 1955, 504)
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- ‘Korea is less industrialized than Japan, and --~
(Wheeler,Jr. - Kostbade - Thoman, 1955, 505)
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