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Abstract : The term ton is widely used as the unit of the ship’s size. Before people used the term ton as the unit of the ship’s size, the
sarious terms had been used for indicating the ship’s size. For examples, the term ton was used in Western Europe, last in Northemn
FEurope, cantara in Geneva, milliaria in Venice, and carra in Naple respectively. In Asia the rice had been the most important cargo for
many centuries. So the term SEOK in Korean or SHI in Chinese was used as the unit of the ship’s size. Especially the Chinese used
the term LIAO in Chinese or RYO in Korean for indicating the ship’s size. As above seen, the different terms had been used for showing
the ship’s size from places to places. But with the introduction of Moorsom’s Tonnage Measurement in the middle of the 19th century
and its spread to all over the world, the term ton was become the only unit of ship’s size.
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