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An Analysis for Gender-Role Stereotyping of Illustrations
in Elementary Science Textbooks Based on the 7th Curriculum

Noh, Tae-hee : Cha, Jeong-ho - Wang, Hye-nam
(Seoul National University)

ABSTRACT

The illustrations in elementary science textbooks and experimental workbooks based on the 7th national curriculum
were analyzed for gender-role stereotyping, and compared with those of the 6th curriculum. The frequencies of men
and women who appeared on text illustrations were counted and the types of roles assigned to males and females
were investigated. The results were as follows. 1) The 7th national curriculum textbooks contained double the
number of illustrations in the textbooks based on the 6th curriculum. 2) Boys and girls were illustrated in ‘learning
activities’ with equal frequency, but boys were more frequently represented than girls in illustrations of ‘othet’
activities. 3) Both boys and girls were generally depicted in ‘active’ processes and the ratio of ‘passive girl’
illustrations decreased as compared with the 6th national curriculum. 4) Male adults were more frequently
represented than female adults in both textbooks and experimental workbooks. 5) 40% of female adults were
illustrated doing housework, while male adults were rarely illustrated in such a role.
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