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Changing the Culture of Elementary Mathematics
Classroom: Sociomathematical Norms and
Mathematical Practices

Pang, JeongSuk (Korea National University of Education)

This study is to make strides toward an
enriched understanding of changing a pre-
vailing teacher-centered mathematics class—
room culture to a student-centered culture
by analyzing six reform-oriented classrooms
of three elementary school teachers through-
out a year. This study provided a detailed
description of important classroom episodes
to explore how the participants in each class
established a reform-oriented mathematics

microculture, Despite the exemplary form of

* Key Words

student—centered instruction, the content and
qualities of the teaching practices are
somewhat different in the extent to which
students’ ideas become the center of mathe~
matical discourse and activity. Given the
similarities in terms of general social norms
and the differences in terms of socio~
mathematical norms and mathematical prac-
tice, this study addresses some crucial issues
on understanding the culture of elementary

mathematics classroom in transition.
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