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{Abstract)

Although scholars have been using qualitative research commonly since 1990 in Korea, discussions on the criteria for the quality of
qualitative research have been rare. The purpose of this paper was to analyze the trends of qualitative research methodology in Family
Studies, and critically examine qualitative research articles published in the three most prominent journals in the field of family studies. The
three journals were Journal of Korean Home Management Association, Journal of the Korean Home Economics Association, and Journal of
Family Relations. During the period from 1998 to 2003, twenty seven published articles were identified as qualitative research articles from
the three journals. Qualitative research in family studies had a wide variety of purposes, but the articles shared similar characteristics: the
main goal was to understand the nature of the research participants’ experiences and perspectives. The common data collection techniques
were in—depth interview, journal writing, and document analysis. Also, all research articles had applied various techniques to data analysis
such as grounded theory, or van Manen's method. This article also discussed the usefulness of qualitative research methodology in
broadening and deepening the knowledge body in Korean Family Studies.
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