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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to analyze a theoretical frame of expressional area, the characteristics and
the effects which is applied to fashion illustration by metonymic theory. The theoretical frame of
expressional area was analyzed by category analysis and 150 fashion illustrations from 1900 to 1999 were
analyzed by contents analysis. The results of this study were as follows: The expressions of metonymy
were categorized by close-up, realistic expression, omission, borrowing of past style, simplification and
deconstruction. First, close-up was presented as emphasis of small part of fashion by cutting the scenes,
snapshot, emphasis, etc. Second, realistic expression was presented as description of related circumstance
with fashion message through perspective and realistic description of circumstance related to figures.
Third, omission was presented as seeking of essential core by removing color, pattern, texture or by
omitting body and as emphasis of communication about dominant fashion message. Fourth, borrowing of
past style was presented as reminding us of background of the past. Fifth, simplification was presented as
using of form or color to alleviate tension of object and to restore the essential reality. Sixth,
deconstruction was presented as fragmenting of image, flattening of body and clothing, weakness of form,
and strength of color. In conclusion, metonymy made by experience system of thinking based on the
reality, have extended expressional territory in pre-existing fashion illustration. And these ways not only
will provide fashion image as illustrator's subjective intention and theoretical system of expression of
message, but also will be useful way to strengthen communication for easier interpretation of fashion
illustration.
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