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Abstract

This study attempts to understand women’s underwear culture in the Later Chosun Dynasty, by
investigating the kinds and constructions of them, which formed bulky and puffed silhouette of the
lower half of the body.

In the middle 17th century in Chosun, Confucianism settled down as fundamental idea of society,
while whole country achieved considerable economic growth. As a result for upperclass women,
female virtues was demanded more than any other period in Chosun. On the other hand, lower-class
women including Kisaengs, had more freedom on their clothing behaviors. According to the
literature on women'’s dress institutions and restrictions of the extravagance, the use of kinds of
high-quality silk and false hair was criticized, compared to women’s clothes in China. From this, one
can see the luxury and affluence of women’s clothes at that time, which also reflected in luxurious
underclothes. Also, the movement of class, by economic development, led to changes in the
costumes of middle-to-lower class women, relaxing restrictions on clothes.

Underclothes included Bosomband(7}< 1 ; long sashes for bosom to wrap), Sokjucksam(3; 21 4}),
and Sokchogori(<; % 2 2]; Korean blouse, worn undér the chogori) for upper garment, and
Darisokkok(t}#} 4;3; basic underwear like the panty), Soksokkot(<:2:3%; underwear paji to be
wide of hem), Sokpaji(<H}A]; trouser front and back opening), Tansokkok(Hh<:35; large size
undérwear like Soksokkot), Noronpaji( ] 24} A]; paji like the skirt or paji bulky than tansokkot,),
Mujigi$- ] 71; tiered skirt for underwear), and Daeshumchi’ma(t} €5 #] o}; Korean underskirt, shape
hem as a pad into form) for lower clothes.

Key Words: women'’s underwear Bosomband(7}4 1), Sokjucksam(=; 21 4H), Sokchogori(4 # 1 2]),
Darisokkok(T} 2} 4=35), Sosokot(<2>3Y), Sokpaji(< B} A]), Tansokkok(tH<:22), Nortnpaji( L]

ulx]), Mujigi(%+ %] 7}), Daeshumchi’'ma(t} 4 2} o})
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