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Phytolacca Radix Poisoning due to Misidentification as an Arrowroot
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Phytolaccaceae had been used as a pharmaceutical drugs or food in Korea. Nowadays, it is rarely used due to its

toxicity, and then, case reports as to poisoning also are rare. Recently, Authors experienced a case of an occur-

rence in a group intoxication after ingestion of roots of phytolacca americana misidentifying as arrowroot. We report

this case with review of phytolacca radix poisoning.
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Table 1. Clinical Symptoms and Signs Following Phytolaccaceae Ingestions

Patient 1 Patient 2 Patient3 Patient4 Patient5 Patient6 Patient7

Age/Sex 11/M 9/F 7™M 7/F 6/M 6/F ™
Nausea + + + + + + +
Vomiting + + + + + + +
Abdominal pain + ++ + + +++ + ++
Diarrhea + + - - *
Shievering Sense + + * +
Sedation - - R
Fever - - - -

-:No

+: Mild

++: Moderate

+++: Severe

* : Vague
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Fig. 1. Phytolacca americana (A) and toxic plant chemical, phytolaccatoxin (B). (from Canadian Poisonous Plants Information System)
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