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An Experimental Study of Co-relation between English Pronunciation and Listening
Comprehension of Korean College Students in Chungnam and Gyungnam Provinces.

w5 e g e
Hee-Suk Park * Jung-Sook Kim

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this experimental study is to investigate the relationship between English
pronunciation and listening comprehension of English diphthongs and low vowels of Korean
college students from the Chungnam and Gyungnam provinces. Of 22 test sentences for
listening comprehension, 15 sentences were recorded by native speakers and seven sentences
were edited from Springboard by Oxford University Press. For the listening comprehension
test, 90 subjects from two groups, Chungnam dialect speakers and Gyungnam dialect speakefs,
were selected. They listened to 22 sentences produced by audio cassette tape and completed a
cloze exercise. By the results of this experiment, we observed that Korean collegians of
Gyungnam province showed a better listening comprehension of words including front low
vowels when they preceded voiced sounds than those of Chungnam province. When the back
low vowel came in an open syllable, we also recognized the same result; Gyungnam province
collegians showed better listening comprehension of words including back low vowels than
those of Chungnam province. As the results of Hee-Suk Park & Jung-Sook Kim(2003) showed
that Gyungnam province collegians pronounced the English low vowels longer than Chungnam
province collegians, we discovered that there was a positive relation between English
pronunciation and listening comprehension, especially in Gyungnam province collegians. However
regarding -words including English diphthongs we discovered almost no relation between English
pronunciation and listening comprehension.

Key words: Pronunciation, Low Vowels, Diphthongs, Listening Comprehension.
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my/ar/ I think I'm going to love you for the rest of my life.
moment/ow/ My most embarrassing moment was in high school.
may/el/ May I offer you something to drink?
boy/>v/ We found the toy in the room but we couldn’t find the boy.
buy/ar/ We're going to go to the store and buy a coat.
pack/z/ How are you going to pack the car when it's raining outside?
day/er/ What day of the week is it today?
cat/=/ Don't let the cat out of the house.
caught/s/ I caught the subway at City Hall Station.
bag/=/ He put the hat in the bag after the customer bought it.
322 394 HauH2E d¥YES
&S S5 A AFEAECIH, BEEAE RAE POEL FoloTESIY ARZ] E
o] lE WolE FeolA 5Es Fo A 78 Egol UL TolEelth



T -AGAY AT EY FoTETH HeeH FRAAN AP AEAH A7 59

X 2 4d¥x=E 2

33 23oiygol AAHiES A% 55 2PUE
The boat was anchored in the bay but lacked sufficient potable water for
boat/ou/ .
travelling.
The tax payment for our highway seems beyond what is reasonable to the
our/aus/ . N
extent that the city council is bringing it up for a vote.
ounds/aw/ By the time you receive this message you will already know that we had
pou a boy that weighed about 8 pounds and 6 ounces. He looks like his father.
thought/s/ The loud, groaning sound came out of the goat pen. The farmer thought
oug there might be a wolf attacking his herd.
éatme al/ou/ Doctors recommend three servings of oatmeal a week to prevent the
- buildup of unwanted cholesterol in the blood.
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I put off buying one of these for a long time because
now/auw/ I thought 1 would never need one. Now that I have it

it’s great... and I get lots of calls every day.

I bought myself these for my birthday. I'm glad I didn’t buy the
first ones I saw because they were much cheaper in the last store.

ought/o/, glad/z/, saw/o/

One of my girl friends comes from a really rich family, and the

notice/ou/ thing I notice about them is they do exactly what they like.
avoid/sy/ So, I try to avoid flying when I can, and I make sure
oo I take something before we take off so I won't get sick.
out/aw/ I'm so afraid I'll make a fool of myself. It really stresses me out.
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