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The Production and Perception of Focus in English Yes-No Questions

_&_,g*.g_;q] nn.%] 7] Tokk
Yoon-Shil Jeon - Sei-Poong Oh - Kee-Ho Kim

ABSTRACT

In English, a focused word with new information receives a pitch accent. This paper
examines how English native speakers and Korean speakers produce and perceive focus in
English yes-no questions. The production experiments show that native speakers realize an
appropriate intonation of yes-no questions, in which a focused word has a low pitch accent
followed by a high phrasal accent and a high boundary tone. However, Korean speakers
usually give a high tone to a focused word. In a like manner, the perception experiments show
that English native speakers judge a word with a low tone to be focused, while Korean
speakers have difficulty in comprehending a focused word realized as a low tone. And it is
found that Korean speakers tend to perceive low tones on sentence initial and final focused
words better than those on sentence medial focused words, and they often perceive a word
with a relatively high fundamental frequency or a sharp rise of fundamental frequency as a
focused word. This paper shows that Korean speakers have trouble to produce and perceive an
appropriate tonal pattern of a focused yes-no question, and that can cause confuswn in a
conversation with native speakers.

Keywords: Focus, High tone, Low tone, Yes—No question, Intonation
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(1) a. Who likes Mary?
b. John likes Mary.
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(2) JOHN likes Mary.
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(3) Who likes Mary? Does John like Mary?
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(4) Does JOHN like Mary?
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(5) No, Peter likes Mary.
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(6) a. Does John like MARY?
b. No, he likes Jane.
c. Does John LIKE Mary?
d. No, John hates Mary.

@-©)9) e 2 Bojo] Lr NAAMET} RAsE 27 4% 2o tha) T2} Weto] W
ge gge 2 AR 2dol 24 AAAA dohe RS Kol

SH, o HuI Qe Aol (e R EEo] e (7a), (), (7o)} ol BF A5
+ o,

(7) Does John like Mary?
a. No, Peter likes Mary.
b. No, he likes Jane.
c. No, John hates Mary.
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(8) Does JOHN like Mary?
a. No, Peter likes Mary.
#b. No, he likes Jane.
#c. No, John hates Mary.
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(9) a. A: Who does John like? Does John like MARY?
B: No, he likes Jane.
b. A: What does John think of Mary? Does John LIKE Mary?
B: No, John hates Mary.
¢. A: Who likes Mary? Does JOHN like Mary?
B: No, Peter likes her.
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(10) a. Where did Jean go to smoke? Did Jean smoke in the classroom?

Hx* L* H-H%
b. What did Jean do in the classroom? Did Jean smoke in the classroom?
Hx* (L+)H* L* H-H%

¢. Who smoked in the classroom? Did Jean smoke in the classroom?
(L+)H=* Lx H-H%
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(11) Does John like Mary?

a. No, he likes Jane.
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b. No, John hates Mary.
c. No, Peter likes her
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A -Proportions of-
Value final initial Z Prob>Z
1 0.6321 0.4686 5.86 <.0001
B. ~Proportions of-
Value final medial Z Prob>Z
1 0.6321 0.2500 13.72 <.0001
C. -Proportions of~
Value medial initial Z Prob>Z
1 0.2500 0.4686 -8.12 <.0001
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A. -Proportions of-
value final initial Y4 Prob>Z
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B. ~Proportions of-
value medial initial Z Prob>Z
1 0.2637 0.2753 -0.45 <.64%
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value medial final Z Prob>Z
1 0.2637 0.4610 -7.13 <.0001
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e Aoz '5'%?:} HEe g8 §99 W v FmsiA svn & 4 Uk &ZAedA
EeE 9o =9 23 FolA 2 dolrt BF F3bol 2 d9 AdUde 1Y 59 2o

ltones L H-HY

words 1s| pavideaving] Bei j Lngltomorrou
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> it oo h-em

aso b

300
250
200 e
150 r = | aw——
100 H H ! i
s0
350 700 1050 1400 1750 :
e b . . s

Sample Ral(R2) = 11025 CPilch () = < 0.0 Tnfemaiy (AN + BO.8 .

29 5 24 wolzt 309 €W 4z 34

@A 23 woizt Fuol ANSE Byl 24 Boi7k AT Q& Ao A2 vl
£rHE AL BT 9ol ATt 2H dBBANY 2 Wol® A4S ° UM H-H%S)
VUL B VIR FH5U R FA5Y HS(TY 59 EA $R)e] B @TE A GABT
W A dolrk 24 Aol AYE] wTE AL EY B SR opAR @izt 23
QAo 23 Bolo Lr X ANES Fojste $uHE AP WS WES ¥ ¥FY
2 Yo} Anst YuE BHS B

W @29 Gol &t Gol ol Wtk Az AP Aho] o) & BolEAE Pu Mlu

sk Az A AR T EY F57 fle A4S Adsa B M4 350 o4 450 WYl
2t 93 B 450 )4 650 ©)EH PR 41 R FEIACE F 134(93+41) B F A}
A12 74 23 B3 49 A2 A4 4¥E derz A A A8E BT 1608(134x12)
oty Ay ek 7 W oge) WAEE ¥ 8% 2k 11 ¥ 9= I 2 g Hold o
3 ARE & Aol

£ 8 9o} 59 Aolo] 4@ WY FuE FHE

399 Hx(%)
%] ¢ - 3
L70) Ag) Rl
[ o}
E9} 450 wl % 606(54.30%) 510(45.70%) 1116(100.00%)
(Group A)
E9] 450 o4 72(55.28%) 220(44.72%) 492(100.00%)
(Group B)
S 878(54.60%) 730(45.40%) 1608(100.00%)
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F 9. 9°] &Y Aolol A% AL T AH & Ao} FH

~Proportions of-
Value Group A Group B Z Prob>Z
1 0.4570 0.4472 0.13918 0.44465
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: Who does John like? Does John like Mary?
: No, he likes Jane.

What does John think of Mary? Does John like Mary?

: No, John hates Mary.

Who likes Mary? Does John like Mary?

: No, Peter likes her.

When is David leaving for Beijing? Is David leaving for Béijing tomorrow?

* No, he’s leaving today.

: Where is David leaving for tomorrow? Is David leaving for Beijing tomorrow?
. No, he's leaving for Tokyo.

: Who is leaving for Beijing tomorrow? Is David leaving for Beijing tomorrow?

No, Mary is.

: Whom did Emily loan her roller-blades to?

Did Emily loan her roller-blades to Robin?

: No, she loaned her roller-blades to Joel.

: What did Emily loan Robin? Did Emily loan her roller-blades to Robin?
: No, she loaned her bike to Robin.

: Who loaned the roller-blades to Robin?

Did Emily loan her roller-blades to Robin?

B: No, Susan loaned her roller-blades to Robin.

. A! Where did Jean go to smoke? Did Jean smoke in the classroom?
B: No, she smoked in the rest room.

. A! What did Jean do in the classroom? Did Jean smoke in the classroom?
B: No, she drank in the classroom. A

. A Who smoked in the classroom? Did Jean smoke in the classroom?
B: No, Julia smoked in the classroom.

AL AY A8

. Does John like MARY?

No, he likes Jane.
No, John hates Mary.
No, Peter likes her.

. Does John LIKE Mary?

No, he likes Jane.
No, John hates Mary.
No. Peter likes her.
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c. Does JOHN like Mary?
1) No, he likes Jane.
2) No, John hates Mary.
3) No, Peter likes her.

2. a. Is David leaving for Beijing TOMORROW?

1) No, he's leaving today.
2) No, he’s leaving for Tokyo.
3) No, Mary is.

b. Is David leaving for BEIJING tomorrow?
1) No, he's leaving today.
2) No, he's leaving for Tokyo.
3) No, Mary is.

c. Is DAVID leaving for Beijing tomorrow?
1) No, he’s leaving today.
2) No, he's leaving for Tokyo.
3) No, Mary is.

3. a. Did Emily loan her roller blades to ROBIN?

1) No, she loaned her roller blades to Joel.

2) No, she loaned her bike to Robin.

3) No, Susan loaned her roller blades to Robin.
b. Did Emily loan her ROLLER BLADES to Robin?

1) No, she loaned her roller blades to Joel.

2) No, she loaned her bike to Robin.

3) No, Susan loaned her roller blades to Robin.
c. Did EMILY loan her roller blades to Robin?

1) No, she loaned her roller blades to Joel.

2) No, she loaned her bike to Robin.

3) No, Susan loaned her roller blades to Robin.

4. a. Did Jean smoke in the CLASSROOM?
1) No, she smoked in the rest room.
2) No, she drank in the classroom.
3) No, Julia smoked in the classroom.
b. Did Jean SMOKE in the classroom?
1) No, she smoked in the rest room.
2) No, she drank in the classroom.
3) No, Julia smoked in the classroom.
c. Did JEAN smoke in the classroom?
1) No, she smoked in the rest room.
2) No, she drank in the classroom.
3) No, Julia smoked in the classroom.



