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A Study on How 12 Year-Old Children are Aware of the Dental Health
in Seongham city

Kwui-Sook Song', Yong-Soon Ahn® and Mi-Jeong Kim?
Dept. of Dental Hygiene, Wonkwang Health Science College, Iksan-City 570-750, Korea
Dept. of Dental Hygiene, Seoul Health College, Seongnam-City 461-713, Korea
’Health Promotion Center, Asan Medical Center, Seoul-City 134-020, Korea

ABSTRACT This study intended to identify how our children are aware of dental heslth and motivate them to learn
reasonable knowledge about dental health. Furthermore, it dso aimed to induce them to change their awareness and
behaviora style about dental health, so that they may keep good habits for dental health for their lifetime. Total 1,044
samples were collected from children who were al 12 years old and lived in Seongnam city. During six months (June to
December 2002), they were asked to participate in questionnaire survey about consumer behavior, knowledge, attitude,
activity and self-diagnosis for dental health. The results of questionnaire survey can be outlined as follows: (1) The results
of investigating consumer behavior for dental health showed that 34.5% of total respondents ever visited dental clinics
once or more within latest one year, 21.4% ever visited dental clinics for the sake of prevention, 70.6% were ingtructed in
dental health program, 31.7% were treated with the fluorination, 36.9% were treated with dental sedlant, and 17.1% were
trested with scaling, respectively. (2) For 10 items asking reasonable knowledge about dental hedth, respondents
answered to 5.06 items on average. (3) For 10 items asking reasonable attitude for dental health, respondents answered to
5.41 items on average. (4) For 10 items asking reasonable behavior, respondents answered to 4.53 items. (5) For 10 items
asking reasonable self-diagnosis for dental health, respondents answered to 5.65 items.
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