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A Study on the Relationship of Child Abuse to Academic Achievement®
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ABSTRACT

Three groups of maltreated Korean children (Grades 1 through 3) drawn from Child Protective
Services (CPS) agencies were compared to a control group of nonmaltreated children on academic
achievement as measured by standardized tests of reading, spelling, arithmetic, and writing. Findings
were that maltreated children performed significantly below their nonmaltreated children on the
standardized tests, in particular in arithmetic. In first grade, maltreated children did not perform below
nonmaltreated children on writing and reading, but maltreated children gradually declined in academic
performance in these skills. The older, grade 3, children showed more serious academic problems than
the younger children (Grades 1 and 2) on four academic skills. This suggests that early experience of

child abuse have a strong affect on children’s academic achievement.
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