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Activity Space of Yangban Landlords during the Colonial Era
- Based on the Kieo written by Ryu Hyeong-eop -
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Abstract : This paper uses the diary entitled Kieo, which was kept by Ryu Hyeong-eop for 38 years, to analyze
the active space of small-scale Yangban landlords. Ryu lived during the period spanning from the end of the
Taehan Empire through the colonial era. The researcher classified the contents of Kieo into different sections
which were divided according to different stages of the writer’s life, his objectives, destinations, and periods, and
based on the writer’s life-cycle, strived to recreate his spatial activities. As a result, researcher was able to
ascertain that Ryu's spatial activities gradually increased, and that his active space also continuously expanded.
Ryu’s active space during his youth was narrow and centered around certain specific places. However, this active
space gradually increased as time went by. It was during the middle stages of his life that the volume of his spatial
activities was the heaviest. In addition, the objectives of his outings also became more diversified over time. This
change was originated in the larger changes in his roles within the family and community, as well as by the
changes in the periodic situation. Moreover, the regional sphere of Ryu's outings, including his day and over
nights trips, allowed the researcher to form a better understanding of the daily living area of the Yangban.
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