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Abstract : This paper considers critically the conceptual development of international environmental security,
and to explore some limitations which seem to have made difficult the construction of regional environmental
governance among North-East Asian countries. The recently emerging concept of environmental security has
tumned the traditional or realistic meaning of security to the neo-liberal and the political-economic one. On the
basis of a reconsideration of these newly developed meanings of security, this paper has reviewed critically some
works which have focused on the concepts of environmental regime and of environmental governance. To
formulate a true environmental governance, it is suggested that we need a theoretical analysis on the economic
and political contexts and a practical development of civil society. From this point of view, the economic
structure of labour division, the political tension and military opposition in the region, and the immaturity and
exclusiveness of civil consciousness can be pointed out as some limitations of environmental security to be
constructed in the North-East Asian region. A frue environmental security in this region requires formation of
reciprocal economic relationship, development of regional institutions for political trust among countries, and
improvement of interaction between non-governmental organizations (NGOs).

Key Words : environmental security, environmental regime, environmental governance, realistic politics, neo-
liberal politics, environmental problems of North-East Asia
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