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Site—Based Environmental Education in the Republic of Korea :
Current Status and Needs

Tae-Yoon Park” and Kyung-Im Noh”

D Department of Environmental Education Korea National University of Education,
* Florida Institute of Technology.

ABSTRACT

This article describes the current status of site-based environmental education (EE) in the Republic
of Korea. Implications for site-based EE program development and operation are presented and
recommendations for an improvement are provided.

Questionnaires were mailed to 205 schools and organizations where site-based EE programs operated
in 2002 with funding from the Korean Ministry of Environment. The questionnaire was designed and
used to examine the scope, operation, and needs of site-based EE programs. The response rate was 27.3%.

The results of the survey indicated that ‘awareness’, ‘participation’, and ‘attitude’ were addressed
by the program goals and objectives more than ‘knowledge’ and ‘skills’. The survey also indicated
that activities in the programs were not variable and most were teacher/instructor-centered. Most of
the programs reflected the ‘connection with everyday life, direct experience and sensitivity’. There
were some difficulties in motivating students and finding a good location and qualified instructional
staff. Needs included well-designed program development and dissemination, professional

development, increased funding support, and more effective program evaluation.

Key Words : Site-based environmental education, Survey.
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