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< Abstract>

The present study investigated the effect of a project approach program on children’s cognitive styles. It
examined closely the characteristics and processes of the project approach program to determine its impact
on children’s individual cognitive styles such as divergent thinking, field independence, and reflection. The
subjects were 38 4-year-old children. Eighteen children were assigned to the experimental group and twenty
to the control group. Pretest-treatment-posttest design was adopted for this study. Collected data were
analyzed with SPSS Win 10.0 and processed statistically using average, standard deviation, and ANCOVA.

For the children’s divergent thinking, the children with the project approach program showed significant
difference in fluency and flexibility, but no difference in originality and elaboration, compared to the children
in the control group. Children with the project approach program showed more field independence than
those in the control group. Children with the project approach program showed no difference in reflection.

These results showed that the project approach program partly influenced the children’s cognitive styles.
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