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A Ciritical Examination of Undefined Mathematical Terms Used
in Elementary School Mathematics Textbooks of Korea

Park, Kyosik (Gyeongin National University of Education)

Yim, Jaehoon (Gyeongin National University of Education)

There are not a few mathematical terms
used as the undefined terms in school
mathematics. The purpose of this study is to
investigate critically the undefined mathe-
matical terms in elementary school mathe-
matics textbooks of Korea.

As the result, the following suggestions
are proposed. Firstly, It is not proper to use
the terms which mathematics
does not allow to use in elementary school
math as the undefined terms in elementary
textbooks. Secondly,

school mathematics

everyday-based undefined terms must be
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in elementary school mathematics
different from their everyday-based meanings.
Thirdly, we need to consider the consistency
when we use the undefined terms in ele-
mentary school mathematics. Fourthly, unde-
fined terms should be define newly when the
contexts in which they are used are changed
or expanded. Finally, in elementary school
mathematics textbooks, it is needed to define
some purely mathematical undefined terms
that there is no evidence which shows stu-

dents grasp well their meaning.
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