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(Abstract)

The purpose of this thesis is to explore the fundamental reasons and
general circumstances of the introduction of geometric shape to the
20th century's design education. The modern design education was
directly influenced by the German Kindergarten Movement and its
educational ideal, so they began to employ geometric shapes in
visual education.

When Friedrich Frobel, a professional German child educator of the
19th century, invented the "Spielgaben,” it soon became a popular
educational tool. It was a turning point in the child educational
system, from then they began to actively employ "tools" in art
education. The Spielgaben was created based on the geometric
principle of a popular block game of the 19th century. On the other
hand, a game program called 'Bechaftigungsmateria" led early
Modernists to adopt geometric shape in their works. Then, geometric
shape were applied to a primary educational program designed by
the Bauhaus that gave birth to the Modern design education in the
20th century. Likewise, the substantial reasons why the principles of
pointfling/plain and geometric shapes had been taken in the 20th
century design education can be explained through this historical
background. This research is to investigate how Kindergarten
Movement and Modern design education can be associated with each
other, particularly in the light of geometric elements. Therefore, | first
referred to the historic records in order to reveal their relation, and
then analyzed the similarities and differences between the two
activities. In result, | could explore the relationship between child
educational tools and the 20th century’s design education.
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