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Abstract

Internationally, many countries are facing the demand for reshaping health care systems to cope with
rapid changing circumstances in health care sector. The recent growth of oriental medicine and
complementary and alternative medicine (CAM) in the many countries is, to a large extent, due to the
growth of the number of oriental medlcal doctors and physicians who have taken up alternative therapies
alongside conventional medicine. To cope with the changing environments, many countries consider to
develop integrative health care which is now used widely in health care sector. In both biomedical and
CAM sectors(including oriental icine), attention appears to have shifted away from separating
therapeutic modalities into categories such as biomedical or CAM, towards a focus on merging diverse
modalities into a “new” integrative| health system.

In Korea, one of peculiar characteristics of health care system is that as health care provider, Hanbang
medicine (traditional Korean medicine) and (western) medicine coexist since 19 century. Recently, the
government of Korea has given many efforts to enhance the role and function of traditional Korean
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medicine in health care sector. However, the strategies and measures for integrative health care settings
combining traditional Korean medicine and western medicine on health sector have not been developed
vet. The research question of this study is In Korea, what are the trends and problems in interface of
traditional Korean medical sector and Western medical sector; what are the causes of or associated
factors to the problems; how to copg with the problems and how to resolve the causes?; what are the
health policy directions and its strategies that the govermment should take to cope with the future
demand and the burden on health care sector?

In order to do this, this study ex\tplores the current situations and issues on the interface between
traditional Korean medicine and (western) medicine in various ways using contents analysis of existing
data and documents related to tional Korean medicine and health policy. Finally, we discussed
stakeholders’ views on the interface in the health care sector. Then, health policy options to have shifted
away from separating therapeutic ities into categories such as “traditional Korean medicine” or

'western medicine”, towards a focus on merging diverse modalities into a “new” integrative health
system.

Key words : Current Circumstance and Issue, Western Medicine and Traditional Korean
Medicine, Korea
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