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Transition of Modern Urban Housing in France Focused on
Common Space and Community Facilities
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Abstract

Since Mapo Apartment was introduced as a new urban housing type in the early sixties, apartment has been a
typical urban housing in our country. In these days, according to various life-styles and new attitudes about the
quality of life, apartment has been developed in various types like high rise residential complex and apartments
with special themes. This study has been focused on the transition of modern urban housing in France. The origin
of a word, apartment, has been defined and history of apartment in French urban life has been analyzed focusing
on the common space and community facilities. Representative apartments in the 18th, 19th and 20th century were
selected and comparatively analyzed. Especially in the 19th century, urban housing for working class had been a
major concern among the communist and the bourgeoisie and has its own characteristics relative to each other. The
characteristics shown in the apartment by the communist in France have been followed in the Korean apartments
since 1960's, then the recent trends are rapidly changing in the housing market in Korea. Thus, the findings of this
study can be very useful to understand the recent changes of diverse housing types in our society and also be
very helpful to prospect our urban housing types in the future according to the changes of new life styles.
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