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A Study on the Design Process and Knit Structure in Knit Production
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Abstract

The purpose of this research is to investigate the actual conditions of the manufacturer's design
processes. Questionnaires were sent out, and 57 interviews were used as research methods including
designers, programmers, and merchandisers working for a knit manufacturer in Seoul, followed by a
frequency analysis using SPSS 12.0. The results are as follows: knitted fabric goods were the top
choices in casnal wear. Brand image depended on ‘elegance’, 'modernity’, and 'romanticism’, among
other lifestyle pursuits. The distribution ratio of the 'basic' and the 'trendy’ knit was at 3:7 or 7:3,
while the ratio of 6:4 or 4:6 was more common. Knit structure was proven to be the most important
factor in the changes in designs. Style and yarn ranked second and third, respectively. In addition,
details (embroidery and beading), color, pattern, and processing were among the other factors, in order
of importance. Based on the difficulty in designing and manufacturing knitted fabric goods,
‘manufacturing cost,’” ‘lack of a manufacturing facility for small production,” and ‘limited delivery
time’ were among the reasons cited in the questionnaire. These results appeared to have been caused
by small-scale manufacturers or small-scale manufacturing facilities that made small volume production
difficult. The results of the interviews on knitted fabrics that were most frequently used and with the
highest sales volumes showed that plain, lace, links & links, miss, and 1:1 rib were ranked
accordingly for S/S use, while jacquard, cable, 1:1 rib, links & links, milano, plain, and half cardigan
were ranked accordingly for F/W use.
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