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Syntaxonomy and Synecology of the Robinia pseudoacacia Forests

Cho, Kwang-Jin and Jong-Won Kim
Department of Biology, Keimyung University

ABSTRACT: The black locust (Robinia pseudoacacia L.) forests were studied by a phytosociological approach.
Particular attention was given to characterize the vegetation classification, distribution pattern, and ecological
flora of the syntaxa classified. A total of 38 relevés were analyzed by using Correlation coefficient, UPGMA as
the clustering method, and Principal Coordinates Analysis for ordination. Ecological fiora analyzed by plant
character sets stich as scrambler, annual and biennial plants, forest elements, and actual urbanization index.
The analyzed data are based on site-relevé matrix with relative net contribution degree (r--NCD) of species. A
total of 77 families, 193 genera and 323 species of vascular plants are recorded. Camellino-Robinietum
pseudoacaciae ass. nov. and Phragmites-Robinia pseudoacacia community were described. Main cluster and
ordination could be separated: 1) urban type, 2) rural type, 3) riparian type, and 4) combined type. It is defined
that the Robinietum is a representative unit on the black locust afforestation, Phragmites-Robinia community on
the lentic zone in the river ecosystem, and Camellino-Robinietum ailanthetosum altissimae as an urban forest
type. The Robinietum was considered as a perpetual community.

Key words: Camellino-Robinietum pseudoacaciae ass. nov., Camellino-Robinietum ailanthetosum altissimae,
Ecological flora, Perpetual plant community, Phragmites-Robinia pseudoacacia community,
Phytosociology, Principal Coordinates Analysis(PCoA)
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Fig. 1. Plot of PCoA ordination of 38 phytosociological relevés and

dendrogram of 8 syntaxa. TP = typicum, QD = quercetosum

dentatae, AJ = albizzietosum julibrisson, PD = Pinetosum den-

sifloarae, QV = quercetosum variabilis, and AA = ailanthetosum

altissimae in the Commelino-Robinietum pseudoacaciae, and TS
= typical subunit of Phragmites-Ronbinia community and IC =
Imperata cylindrica var. koenigii subunit of Phragmites-Ronbinia

community.
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Table 1. Synopsis of the Commelino-Robinietum pseudoacaciac and Phragmites communis-Robinia pseudoacacia community. Values represent the relative net
contribution degree (r-NCD) of species to the relevant syntaxon. Species occurring in less than 3 columns (syntaxa) are not included. The forest elements
of species are indicated by asterisks.

A: Commelino-Robinietum pseudoacaciae B: Phragmites communis-Robinia pseudoacacia community

1: typicum 2: quercetosum dentatae 7. typical subunit

3: albizzietosum julibrissin 4: pinetosum densiflorae 8. Imperata cylindrica var. koenigii subunit

5: quercetosum variabilis 6: ailanthetosum altissimae
Syntaxa A B
Running No. 1 2 3 5 6 7 8 Total
No. of relevé 6 5 6 2 2 38
No. of species 156 144 66 103 118 83 25 24 324
Character and differential species of association and subassociation:
Robinia pseudoacacia L.* 100.0 1000 1000 879 1000 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.00
Commelina communis L. 226 18.4 393 170 282 269 6.3 2129
Rosa multiflora Thunb 399 474 964 194 205 3.6 23.09
Quercus dentata Thunb* 07 263 1.8 . 09 38 . . 2.38
Smilax nipponica Miquel var. manshurica (Kitagawa) Kitagawa 2.1 126 36 . R . . 3 0.87
Styrax japonica Sieb. et Zuce.* 35 232 0.5 1.25
Albizzia julibrissin Durazz 05 250 1.8 29 134
Phryma leptostachya L. var. asiatica Hara 21 25.0 . . . R 0.54
Kalopanax pictus (Thunb.) Nakai* 1.1 24.1 0.9 . . . 0.65
Dioscorea japonica Thunb . 0.5 28.6 R 0.45
Pinus densiflora Sieb. et Zucc.* 1.0 14.2 100.0 16.7 . . . 691
Spodiopogon sibiricus Trinius 28 1.1 . 364 77 24 . . 3.74
Patrinia villosa (Thunb.) Jussieu 0.3 X . 194 26 . . . 0.83
Rhus javanica L. 1.0 1.1 . 242 17.1 , . . 248
Quercus variabilis Blume * 104 11.1 X 16.4 84.6 12.0 . . 13.70
Plectranthus japonicus (Burmann) Koidz. , . . 24 299 . . . 111
Potentilla fragarioides L. var. major Maxim. , , . 109 214 . . . 127
Ailanthus altissima (Mill.) Swingle.* . . X . . 654 . . 2.70
Oplismenus wndulatifolius (And.) Beauv. 23.6 232 27 6.1 26 1000 . . 18.98
Phragmites communis Trinius. K . . . . 750 33 0.68
Artemisia princeps Pamp. 2.1 1.1 . [.2 34 0.2 250 333 229
Miscanthus sinensis Andersson sensu lato. 3.1 6.3 18.8 48 09 07 188 46.7 5.70
Imperata cylindrica (L.) Beauv. var. koenigii (Ritz.) Durand et Sunitz. 66.7 0.20
Calystegia soldanella (L.) Roem. et Schult, 200 0.06
Artemisia capillaris Thunb. , . . . . 20.0 0.06
Dianthus chinensis L. 03 . , 0.6 04 100 0.24
Character and differential Species of the Callicarpo-Quercenion setratae;
Quercus aliena Blume.* 292 342 464 6.1 9.0 14 . . 12.10
Quercus acutissima Carr.* 9.7 21.1 714 758 30 24 . . 1448
Quercus serrata Thunb.* 26 474 3.6 . 09 538 . . 6.83
Castanea crenata Sieb. et Zucc.* 1.1 111 214 . 6.3 1.0 . . 459
Zanthoxylum schinifolium Sieb. & Zucc. 42 79 . 394 25.6 58 . . 7.94
Celtis sinensis Pers.* 28 32 R 12 9.0 6.5 . . 2.73
Rubus crataegifolius Bunge. 2.1 79 71 9.1 34 . . . 2.50
Lindera obtusiloba Blume.* 2.1 42 89 . 0.9 34 . . 1.88
Artemisia keiskeana Miquel.* 2.1 42 1.8 48 0.9 . . . 119
Ligustrum obtusifolium Sieb. et Zucc.* 9.7 14.7 . . 34 02 . . 2.08
Plectranthus inflexus (Thunb.) Vahl.* 8.3 79 54 R . 1.0 . . 175
Lindera glauca (Sieb. et Zucc,) Blume * 52 . . 36 1.3 58 . . 1.70
Platycarya strobilacea Sieb. et Zucc.* 03 0.5 . . 09 07 . . 0.28
Euonymus alatus (Thunb.) Sieb.* R 0.5 . 12 13 02 . . 0.28
Quercus mongolica Fischer.* 49 11 27 . . . . . 0.48
Corylus heterophylla Fischer var. thunbergii Blume.* 35 147 214 . . . . . 1.79
Rhamnus davurica Pallas.* 1.4 . . 12 . 1.0 . . 0.32
Corylus heterophylla Fischer.* 1.0 42 8.9 . A R . . 0.60
Viburrum erosum Thunb.* 0.7 79 . . . 24 . . 0.71
Symplocos chinensis var. leucocarpa for. pilosa (Nakai) Ohwi.* 0.7 32 188 . . . . . 0.7t
Dryopteris chinensis (Baker) Koidz 0.7 0.5 . R . 02 . . 0.12
Carex lanceolata Boott.* 122 16.8 16.1 . . 29 . . n
Scrambling_and climbing species:
Lonicera japonica Thunb. 49 147 7.1 9.1 137 02 . . 5.08
Rubus parvifolius L. 42 . 268 194 299 6.7 9.4 . 9.06
Ampelopsis brevipedunculata (Maxim.) Trautz. 0.7 6.3 1.8 9.1 . 02 . 33 1.49
Celastrus orbiculatus Thunb. 03 79 134 303 192 48 . . 730
Cocculus trilobus (Thunb.) DC. 42 189 46.4 12 . 8.4 . . 591
Rubia akane Nakai. 2.1 0.5 18 0.6 09 . . . 0.54
Parthenocissus tricuspidata (Sieb. et Zuce.) Planchon. 1.4 9.5 . 0.6 8.5 24 . . 2.38
Humulus scandens (Lour.) Merr. 14 2.1 09 . . 0.2 6.3 . 0.56
Clematis apiifolia DC. 1.0 42 . 12 09 12 . . 0.95
Rubus oldhamii Mique 2.8 11 . . 2.1 19 . . 0.94
Pueraria lobata (Willd) Ohwi 2.8 53 7.1 . . . . . 0.77
Clematis mandshurica Rupr. 0.3 . . 10.9 6.4 . . . 0.83
Dioscorea batatas Decaisne. . 1.1 . 12 . 14 . . 028
Other_species:
Erigeron annuus (L.) Pers. 14 0.5 3.6 0.6 26 1.0 156 16.7 2.50

Smilax china L. 6.9 16.8 18 3.6 0.9 14 . . 320
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Table 1. Continue
Syntaxa A B
Running No. ] 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
Calamagrostis arundinacea (L.) Roth 2.1 53 8.9 12 0.9 0.7 1.79
Arundinella hirta (Thunb.) C. Tanaka 6.3 1.1 0.9 . 13 1.9 . 127
Achyranthes japonica (Miquel) Nakai 5.6 . 54 0.6 . 9.6 3.1 . 2.19
Persicaria perfoliata (L.) H. Gross 14 0.5 286 438 . . . 6.7 1.69
Lactuca raddeana Maxim. 03 1.1 213 17.1 0.2 . . 271
Viola mandshurica W. Becker 0.3 0.5 . 438 . 1.0 3.1 0.63
Asplenium incisum Thunb. 0.3 0.5 . 12 0.9 43 0.83
Lespedeza bicolor Turcz. 03 . 0.9 3.6 17 22 0.89
Metaplexis japorica (Thunb.) Makino. 1.8 3.6 09 0.2 31 . 0.54
Erigeron canadensis L. 0.6 0.9 0.5 6.3 33 0.40
Carex humilis Leyss. var. nana (Lev. et Van,) Ohwi. 2.8 29.1 188 . 317
Spiraea prunifolia Sieb. et Zucc. for. simpliciflora Nakai. 1.7 1 6.4 14 . 1.04
Cleistogenes hackelii (Honda) Honda. 14 . . 12 13.7 . 18.8 139
Eccoilopus cotulifer (Thunb.) A. Camus. 0.7 1.1 138 . . 02 0.28
Morus bombycis Koidz. 03 0.5 2.7 0.6 . 024
Liriope platyphylla Wang et Tang 0.3 0.5 09 . 303 . 2.14
Chenopodium album L. var. centrorubrum Makino, 0.3 . 7.1 . . 1.0 3.1 0.48
Agrimonia pilosa Ledeb. 03 . 0.9 . 04 0.2 0.16
Diospyros lotus L* 32 . 1.8 43 02 0.71
Lysimachia barystachys Bunge 0.5 54 12 . 1.0 . 0.48
Lactuca indica L. var, laciniata (O. Kuntze) Hara. . 0.9 36 26 . 3.1 0.48
Aster scaber Thunb. 2.1 1.1 26 0.40
Duchesnea chrysantha (Zoll. et Mor.) Miquel. 1.4 0.5 . . . 29 . . 045
Securinega suffruticosa (Pallas) Rehder. 14 . . . 60 14 . . 0.71
Phytolacca americana L. 1.0 . 10.7 . . 438 0.97
Pinus rigida Mill. 1.0 . . 73 0.9 0.44
Persicaria hydropiper (L.) Spach, 07 1.1 18 0.18
Persicaria longiseta (De Bruyn) kitagawa. 0.7 . 134 0.6 0.40
Elaeagnus umbellata Thunb. 0.7 . 107 12 . 040
Boehmeria spicata (Thunb.) Thunb. 0.7 . . . 34 0.7 0.36
Juniperus rigida Sieb. et Zucc.* 0.3 19 . . 5.1 0.71
Indigofera kirilowii Maxim, 0.3 0.5 9.1 0.35
Scilla sinensis (Loureio) Merrill, 03 438 0.9 0.28
Leibnitzia anandria (L.) Turcz. 0.3 12 5.1 035
Sedum kamtschaticum Fischer. 0.3 . . 1.2 0.9 0.15
Rhus tricocarpa Miquel.* 6.3 . 6.1 0.9 0.66
Lysimachia chlethroides Duby. 32 . 12 0.9 . 0.28
Panicum bisulcatum Thunb. 1.1 . 0.6 . 34 0.40
Solanum lyratum Thunb. 0.5 . 0.6 0.4 . 0.09
Chrysanthemum boreale (Makino) Makino, 1.8 36 64 0.60
Chrysanthemum zawadskii Herbich var. latilobum (Maxim.) Kitamura. 0.9 3.6 64 . . . 0.54
Lespedeza cumeata (Dumont d. Cours.) G. Don. 109 . . 31 6.7 045
Festuca ovina L. 48 5.1 . 94 0.66
Amorpha fruticosa L. 12 04 02 . . 0.12
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Table 2. Descriptive statistics for the subassociations of the Commelino-Robinietum pseudoacaciae and Phragmites communis-Robinia pseudoacacia community

Typi Quercetosum Albizzietosum Pinetosum Quercetosum Ailanthetosum . . Phragmites-Robinia
ypicum S . o . Commelino-Robinietum .
dentatae julibrissin densifloae variabilis altissimae community
Altitude(m) 110~300 20~280 20~40 80~170 80~140 60~160 20~300 0~140
(average) (300) (149) (29) (122) (123) (101) (115) (35)
Slope direction Northward Southward Southward Southward North- & North- & North- & Northward &
Southward Southward Southward plain
Inclination(®) 10~30 6~20 10~20 3~10 3~35 5~40 3~40 0~20
(average) (13) (13) (15} (5) amn (20) (15) 5)
Height of tree-layer(m) 13~20 13~21 15 11~15 10~20 10~15 10-21 4-7.5
(average) (15) (16) (15) (13 (14) (13) (14) 6)
Coverage of tree-layer(%) 70~95 50~85 85~90 70~75 70~80 5~60 5~95 70
(average) (81) (75) (65) (73) (74) (28) 65) (70)
Mean number of species 41 50 32 40 37 23 36 15
alien sp.) () (€} (&) 5 @ © (10) (10)
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Table 3. Holotypus relevés for the subassociations of Commelino-Robinietum pseudoacaciae. 1: typicum 2: quercetosum dentatac 3: albizzietosum julibrissin  4:
pinetosum densiflorae  5: quercetosum variabilis  6: ailanthetosum altissimae

Running No. 1 2 3 4 5 6
Relevé No. Ye-9 Sr-198 Sd-65 Us-27 Us-26 Dg-20
Altitude(m) 130 100 21 110 180 120
relevé size(m') 300 300 225 375 600 100
Slope direction NEE S SE SW NE Nw
Inclination( °) 15 15 20 3 15 5
Height of tree layer-1(m) 18 17 15 13 16 13
Coverage of tree layer-1(%) 95 80 85 75 70 60
Height of tree layer-2(m) 9 10 9 8 10

Coverage of tree layer-2(%) 50 30 30 50 40 .
Height of shrub layer(m) 4 3 25 3 4 5
Coverage of shrub layer(%) 80 70 60 40 40 20
Height of herb layer(m) | 1 0.7 04 04 04
Coverage of herb layer(%) 25 60 95 30 100 45
Number of species 36 34 30 50 42 20

Character and_differential species of association and subassociations:

Robinia pseudoacacia L.

Commelina communis L.
Rosa multiflora Thunb.
Quercus dentata Thunb.
Styrax japonica Sieb. et Zucc.

Albizzia julibrissin Durazz.

Phryma leptostachya L. var. asiatica Hara
Kalopana: pictus (Thunb.) Nakai
Dioscorea japonica Thunb.

Pinus densiflora Sieb. et Zucc.
Spodiopogon sibiricus Trinius

Patrinia villosa (Thunb.) Jhssieu

Rhus javamica L.
Quercus variabilis Blume

Plectranthus japonicus (Burmann) Koidz
Potentilla fragarioides L. var. major Maxim.
Ailanthus alfissima (Mill.) Swingle

Oplismenus undulatifolius (And.) Beauv.
Species of the Callicarpo-Quercenion serratae:

Quercus acutissima Carr.
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Quercus aliena Blume
Zanthoxylum schinifolium Sieb. & Zucc.
Quercus serrata Thunb.
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Corylus heterophylla Fischer var. thunbergii Blume
Carex lanceolata Boott

Viburnum erosum Thunb.

Castanea crenata Sieb. et Zucc.

Lindera obtusiloba Blume

Quercus mongolica Fischer

Plectranthus inflexus (Thunb.) Vahl

Other species:

Parthenocissus tricuspidata (Sieb. et Zucc.) Planchon
Coceulus trilobus (Thunb.) DC.

Rubus parvifolius L.
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Carex humilis Leyss. var. nana (Lev. et Van.) Ohwi
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Miscanthus sinensis Andersson for. purpurascens (Anderss.) Nakai
Pinus rigida Mill
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Erigeron annuus (L.) Pers.

Ampelopsis brevipedunculata (Maxim.) Trautz.
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Persicaria longiseta (De Bruyn) kitagawa
Securinega suffruticosa (Pallas) Rehder
Eccoilopus cotulifer (Thunb.) A. Camus
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w
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Festuca ovina L.

Lysimachia barystachys Bunge

= T Tz =
[ Y

Asplenium incisum Thunb,
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Table 3. Continue
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Celastrus orbiculatus Thunb.

Cleistogenes hackelii (Honda) Honda
Rubus oldhamii Mique!

Erigeron canadensis L.

Persicaria perfoliata (L.) H. Gross
Chenopodium album L. var. centrorubrum Makino
Scilla sinensis (Loureio) Merrill

Bidens frondosa L,

Persicaria sieboldii (Meisn.) Ohki
Chrysanthemum boreale (Makino) Makino
Arundinella hirta (Thunb.) C. Tanaka
Achyranthes japonica (Miquel) Nakai
Calamagrostis arundinacea (L.) Roth
Lespedeza bicolor Turcz.

Artemisia princeps Pamp.

S, H 212 22

H ‘ 2 2

H 2 5

H : 1 2

H 2 2

H 1 2 .

H 1 2

H 1 2

H 1 2

H 1 2

H 2 ‘ 2
H 1 2 .

H 3 . 2

H . 2 1
H 2 2

Amorpha fruticosa L. S, H 2 1
Sanguisorba officinalis L. H 2 2
Clematis mandshurica Rupr. H . 2 2
Lonicera japonica Thunb. S, H 2 2,3 :
Boehmeria spicata (Thunb.) Thunb. H 2 3

Species occurring in a relevé: Running No. 1: Solamum nigrum L. B-1, Viola albia Palibin var. chaerophylloides (Regel) F. Mackawa H-1, Lepidium apetalum Will. H-1, Quercus
dentato-mongolica Nakai S-3, Mentha arvensis L. var. piperascens Malinv. H-1, Duchesnea chrysantha (Zoll. et Mor.) Miquel H-1, Prunus jamasakura Sieb. 8-2, Stellaria alsine Grimm. var.
undulata (Thunb.) Ohwi H-1, Hemiptelea davidii (Hance) Planchon H-1, Lespedeza bicolor Turcz. S-1, Viola mandshurica W. Becker H-1, Persicaria orientalis Spach H-1; No. 2: Rhus
tricocarpa Miquel S-1, Oxalis corniculata L. H-1, Viola orientalis (Maxim.) W. Becker H-1, Dioscorea tenuipes Fr. et Sav. H-2, Viola rossii Hemsley H-2, Artemisia stolonifera (Maxim.,
Komar. H-2, Athyrium yokoscense (Fr. et Sav.) Christ H-2, Prunus sargentii Rehder H-2, Ireris chinensis (Thunb.) Nakai var. strigosa (Lev et Van.) Ohwi H-2, Disporum smilacinum A.
Gray H-2, Disporum sessile D. Don H-2, Ligustrum obtusifolium Sieb. et Zucc. S-2, Sorbus alnifolia (Sieb. & Zucc.) K. Koch $-2, Liriope sp. Liriope sp. H-2, Carpinus laxiflora (Sieb. et
Zucc.) Blume T2-3, Smilax china L. S, H-2, 2; No. 3: Corylus heterophylla Fischer H-3, Symplocos chinensis (Lour.) Druce var. leucocarpa (Nakai) Ohwi for. pilosa (Nakai) Ohwi H-3,
Artemisia keiskeana Miquel H-2, Rubus crataegifolius Bunge H-2, Pueraria lobata (Willd.) Ohwi S-2; No. 4: Teucrium japonicum Houtt. H-1, Rhamnus davurica Pallas S-2, Youngia sonchifolia
(Bunge) Maxim. H-2, Preridium agquilinum (L.) Kuhn var. latiusculum (Desv.) Und. H-2, Sophora flavescens Solander ex Aiton H-2, Acalypha austrdlis L. H-2, Carpesium abrotanoides L
H-2, Codonopsis lanceolata (Sieb. et Zucc.) Trautv. H-2, Jndigofera kirilowii Maxim H-2, Dioscorea batatas Decaisne S-2, Metaplexis japonica (Thunb.) Makino H-2, Lespedeza cuneata
(Dumont d. Cours.) G. Don H-2, Lactuca raddeana Maxim. H-2, Cynanchum paniculatum (Bunge) Kitagawa H-2, Polygala japonica Houtt. H-2, Lespedeza maximowiczii Schneider H-2,
Lysimachia chlethroides Duby H-2, Lespedeza tomentosa (Thunb.) Sieb. H-3, Zizyphus jujuba Miller S, H 3, 2; No. 5: Euonymus alatus (Thunb.) Sieb. S, H-2, 3, Smilax sieboldii Miquel
S, H 2, 2, Juniperus rigida Sieb. et Zucc. S-3, Corchoropsis tomentosa (Thunb.) Makino H-3, Quercus aliena Blume var. pellucida Blume S-3, Athyrium nipponicum (Mett.)Hance H-2,
Eragrostis ferruginea (Thunb.) Beauv. H-2, Vicia unijuga Al. Braun H-2, Dictamnus dasycarpus Turcz. H-2, Viola variegata Fischer H-2, Chelidonium majus L. var. asiaticum (Hara) Ohwi
H-2, Lactuca indica L. var. laciniata (Q. Kuntze) Hara H-2, Adenophora triphylla (Thunb.) A. DC. H-2; No. 6: Tagetes minuta L. H-1, Cirsium japonicum DC. var. ussuriense (Regel) Kitamura

H-1, Boehmeria platanifolia Fr. et Sav, H-3.

Locality and Data: Running No. 1: Ahyunsan-park, Hwareyong-dong, Yonchon-shi (1998. 05. 10), No. 2: Mt. Suri. Sukdal-dong. Gunpo-shi (1996. 07. 11), No, 3. Geumguk-ri. Geomdan-myun.
Gimpo-shi (1992. 07. 25), No. 4: Bunto-ri. Anpong-myun. Uisung-gun (1999. 08. 09), No. 5: Shinwal-ri. Anpong-myun. Uisung-gun (1999. 08. 09), Mt. Waryong, Dalseo-gu. Daegu-shi (2004.

08. 30).
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Fig. 3. Schematic illustration of syndynamics of the Commelino-Robi-
nietum pseudoacaciae. Black locust forests in South Korea are
often found as a perpetual plant community.
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