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Factors Related to Psycho-Behavioral Adjustment in Abused Children
Returning to Their Homes After Out-of-Home Care*
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ABSTRACT

This study examined conditions and influential factors of psycho-behavioral adjustment in abused
children who had been returned home after out-of-home care. Subjects were selected nationwide from
the Center for the Prevention of Child Abuse. Subjects were 54 cooperative children selected from among
126 returned children : they were older than 11 years of age and had experienced more than one day
in out-of-home care between January 2002 and December 2003. Findings were : (1)children had such
psychological adjustment symptoms as withdrawal, depression, or anxiety, rather than symptoms of
misdeeds and aggression. (2) Level of self-csteem and re-abuse were the great influential factors in
psycho-behavioral adjustment. This result shows that the processes of out-of-home care and returning

home remain important issues for abused children.

Key Words : 3] 8t} o} ‘£ (abused children), 7} &7 (returning home), 4 213 524 Z]-3-(psycho-behavioral

adjustment).
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