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A Study of English Consonants Identified by College Students
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ABSTRACT

Previous studies have shown that Korean students have difficulty identifying some English
consonants which are not in the Korean sound inventory. The aim of this study was to
examine the accuracy rate of English consonants correctly identified by 130 college students in
order to find out which English consonants were difficult for the students to perceive. The
subject’s task was to identify one of the minimal pairs played in a quiet laboratory classroom.
100 minimal pairs consisted of syllables with various onsets or codas: stops, fricatives,
affricates, liquids and nasals. Results were as follows: First, the average score of the English
major group was significantly higher than that of the non-English major group. Second, there
was a similar distribution in the rank order of minimal pairs sorted by the accuracy rate
between the two groups. Third, the accuracy rate systematically decreased as each score range
decreased. Fourth, the students showed higher accuracy in the perception of liquids than that
of the stop-fricative contrast. Fifth, the accuracy score in onset position was higher than in
coda position. Finally, the students still had problem telling voiced consonants from voiceless
ones, especially in coda position. It would be desirable to extend the present research to middle
or high school students to fundamentally resolve those listening problems.
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Azt FEoly A JFg F RolPn AP '
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& Aolth gtoz o@ TR ATE ¥ WE 5D HA4Y FEF 7Y Y& A

N2 %
off we IN do rfr oL

n

o

&

N
oo oy

¥ g

4



HHBES Foie IF AT 149

2AE SA0 2] A2 +Asoktn T ARHHAE ANY FE sgojord Ao
2 AR

36 - T4 TE AS A f9XE AEGE 4

Goloe FAL SFAA gl & - FA T2 Ytk o1F A& A&d f - FA i A
WE AR AFdE ojE ZolF HolE? <E 5>E # - F4 tEE Yehe AL 4L 4 =
of AAAL AHES HAETh AA AFde, AR wet d2A ey dEe 2494
o] JEbd /p-b, t-d, k-g, e-3, f-v, sz, f-&&/% EF 7 A& FA 3, FTAHR A YERG /p-b,
t-d, k-g, e-3, f-v, s-z/9 94 M 4& FHA 4B

EL5 f-F4 7E A 29 9448 285, g € AREDR). TIrE ("AS FeAES)
2 AdRE

A= T 79 o] & 80-84 85-89 90 o] A A
B3 154 210 322 224 910

x4 g4 101 155 267 196 719
AGE(%) 66 74 83 88 79

B3 132 180 276 192 780

=4 AgT 37 70 126 117 350
HEE(%) 28 39 46 61 3

<E 558 BY FAHLZ 2T 1690 7} & FAA AGFr 1069 A2A & - T4 A @gel
M E 63%2) AEES Bl JAEE FEIY AHEAE 24 A9 AL Ao ot A
2 79%0d uls) FHAXY AHES AY WHE T uXE 4%E Helxm vk T4 YA A
o @& FEEY AL 98 AV JABAE, F - FA4 ZAolE RolA G LY FAA
7t M 2 402 FHEY. FAHeR 24T FAAXY Z Frdd AolE AHEE 90 F
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8 A ol Hfdle WSS 2 F - T4 TR o 80% o9 HHAEE Holm o
2 olAAE & AAS 32 & FE o A AXAY 80 A o3t WEAEAANE
0% = F uEe FEGEEL BN ) A7 A7 ogEs BdFan Yok EE YA
o Hl& tlE AT gF R gEo] AAH H &S LFUS F&E Jong, FHHA I5HA

of #88 W& old A& medsor ¥ Aok
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AR, FolAF Hdo] a}em om J @Tn HF 877 Holm WA FA
z %mz—aoi Tr/lum ol & y.aac} sﬂﬁ % zm—g— Arudz wz
AE3 2 &7 wzaA
2 AF cnvgi ?J?ﬂ/ﬂ %Al?%i @4 z} APUEE Wel2srg e 4
o g zgd £ Weiste 2% By UA, 20y tE 482 2R 48 49 4%
Aggol & Uz AL f502 90 A ol HIHSL 01%U AFES B WA 79 A of
3 WSS W] B 45%9] tjstae] Hz A °17<16}2i , G nEee) gz 4L 7}
F RS ugS B UAA, A4S Ao AXE AUEL EHE A7 A FFE 59%9] A
SEL P, 2L 60% THANE 471%2) AREL BolM, THNA o= AL 4
o] Xzte] B ofgigol AL BAT vhAROZ & . B PYEE UYEUE A B2 v
Hoed AAMOR 63% HRES HAEH, 24 wu e ol g BLEL 79%<
ua) FHAAY FEES A9 BE E ulAE U%E BAT oAF ANE TP Qe
£9] Qo] A& AAN £2HU2 EFF AL HolA o2 Holm on, 53], TN
A= Aggo] B7] WEo] thah AL 71golor & Hoz GAAL
Aoz B A7 BN JYPAe Jo} AF Age] wel, = 2AClY EHANG 2
AZo] ANE BA W} hrd Anst g, ol §39 A7 YL ¥ g 14 W5
ol thal Abdo] 2BE AES} olHAol ¥ ROE GANY. GO FEEA ole AL
ggdlal - 15GASY dol AL Ax| AW Fd oJUNEH oA ZArt AAY e
ol Yex AFsHE Aotk '
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