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A Case Study of an Ecovillage; Ansolgi Village
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ABSTRACT : Eco-village is an alternative community which applies ecological principles to the development of human ecosystem
in order to achieve sustainability. Ansolgi village in Korea has been established five years ago, in 1999, by a group of
environment conscious families. The author has visited and stayed in the village twice during last two years, for several days
each time, and observed and surveyed the changes of physical, social, and cultural aspects of the community. They adopt more
environment friendly techniques in building their houses, sewage system, roads and parking, and growing their own foods, and so
on. The residents have diverse jobs, many of them outside the village as the village lacks job opportunities. The residents
themselves often question the sustainability of the village and reluctant to identify Ansolgi as an eco-village. Most residents
joined the community with their own images of an eco-village and find it difficult to reach consensus on what the eco-village
should be like and how it should be managed and maintained. Residents wish to get government assistances and professional
guidance. This paper concludes it is still very difficulty and problematic to establish an eco-village in Korea.
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