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Landscape Analysis of Geographic Features of
East Sea-gateway(E 1) in Shilla Dynasty
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ABSTRACT

In order to reveal the geographical landscape’s features of the East Sea-gateway(3R i ), which has existed
only in the era of Shilla as unique east path, we have carried out analysis of the old maps(& 3[&) and
satellite imagery, and geographical features analysis in the application of digital maps, and the result is as
follows.

1. Analysis of materials from the Chosun dynasty describes landscapes called sea gates(i#%: 1) (note that
this should not be capitalized); a place where the river meets the sea and the sea comes far into the land.
Sea gate landscapes may have an island, but this is not a prerequisite.

2. According to the satellite imagery, the capital city of Shilla Dynasty had five passages. Four of them
are broad corridors, but one of them is narrow. The east side of the capital city is blocked by mountains
and there was an important path which leads into the East Sea.

3. According to the cross section of the mountains, there is the only one East-path. There was no alternative
way. There was only one way-out to the east side from the capital city. This is the unique path which reaches
a length of 28km. Judging from this, it seems that this path was called the East Sea-gateway.

4. The landscape of the East Sea-gateway was shaped like the letter “V” and reached to the landscape
of the sea gate. However, the route was blocked - part by the mountains, and also the part in the crisis of
loss of path-landscape which has lost its own character of closure as several valleys are merged together.
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