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A Study on the Oral Health of 12-year Old Schoolchildren
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ABSTRACT This research was conducted in order to collect and arrange an oral health information needed the school oral
hygiene as a part of a long term local community oral hygiene development to promote the oral health of the residents in
Sung-Nam. After gathering the information of oral hygiene of 12-year old schoolchildren in Sung-Nam, these conclusions
are reached: (1) The experience of dental caries in permanent teeth of 12-year old schoolchildren in Sung-Nam was
revealed 74.7%, proportion of children with one or more caries in permanent teeth was 36.2%, and DMFT index was
2.75. (2) DT rate was 28.4% in total and regional difference has been revealed. In Sujung-Gu, DT rate was 36,8% and
this was nearly as twice as 19.8% in Bundang-Gu. (3) For permanent teeth, fillings requirements for one surface were
26.6%, more that two surfaces were 13.3%. In addition, artificial crown treatment requirements were 1.8%, dental pulp
treatment was 5.3%, and extraction requirement was 2.2%. In contrast, holders of pit and fissure sealant were only 27.1%.
(4) In Sung-Nam, oral hygiene education campaign for 12-year old schoolchildren needs to be continued. Simultaneously,
early stage examination and preventive approaches for decayed teeth such as pit and fissure sealant need to be considered
for schoolchildren who have high tendency of dental caries and who are in areas which show high percentage of dental
caries occurrence.
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