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<Table 1> General characteristics of subject

Variable Nurse Doctor
N(%) N(%)
20-29 52( 27.7) 11( 52.4)
30-39 72( 38.3) 9( 42.9)
age 40-49 47( 25.0) 1( 48)
50-59 17( 9.0) -
public health center 5( 2.7) -
nstitution hospital 152( 80.9) 21(100.0)
college 13( 6.9) -
univesity 18( 9.6) -
staff nurse 124( 66.0) -
head nurse 28( 14.9) -
nurse administror 3( 1.6) -
position professor 31( 16.5) -
medical specialist - 3( 14.3)
resident - 18( 85.7)
others 2( 1.1) -
total 188(100. ) 21(100.0)
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<Table 2> Needs of new RNP program perceived by
nurse and doctor

Yes No chi—square P
nurse 185(98.4) 3( 1.6)
471 d
doctor 13(61.9) 8(38.1) 3047 000
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<Table 3> Role of RNP expected by nurse and doctor

nurse doctor t P

M*£SD M * SD
direct care 3.62+.62 3.14+ .79 3.237 .001
team leader 3.65+.62 .67+ 91 13.160  .000
advocator 3.61£.52 2.10+ 94 11486  .000
collaborator 3.62+.54 2.33+ 91 9.545 .000

discharge planning 3.67+.56 2.24+1.00 10.172  .000

& preparation

exercise & 3.57+.56 2.38+1.02 8.331 .000
emotional care

health educator 3.78+.44 2.20+1.15 12.320 .000

health counsellor 3.71+.49 2.10£1.09 12.168  .000

case manager 3.68+.49 2.24+1.04 10.947  .000

self care promote 3.64+.54 2.80+ .83 6.206  .000

researcher 3.60+.57 1.75¢ 97 12.647 .000
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<Table 4> Setting for RNP expected by nurse and doctor

nurse doctor p
M+ SD M = SD

home 3.34+.74 2434121 4.959 .000
rehabilitational hospital 3.84+.38 2.55£1.15 10.987 .000
hospital 3.31+.64 2.24+1.04 6.721 .000
public health center 3.52+.64 252+ 98 6.360 .000
public welfare facilities 3.60+.59 2.62+ 97 6.683 .000
day care center 3.53+.60 2.86+ .85 4.603 .000
nursing home 3.61+.57 2.76+ .70  6.253 .000
elderly institution 3.64+.58 276+ .77  6.292 .000
long-term care setting 3.66£.56 2.76+ 83 6.591 .000
welfare rehabilitational center 3.66+.54 2.63+1.07 7.077 .000
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<Table 5> Present major role of rehabilitational unit

nurse
role Nurse(n) Doctor(n)
educator 44 6
direct care 33 2
counseling 23 1
medication 10 2
emotional support 10 2
oder 9 -
patient manager 7 4
collaborater 7 -
self care promote 6 -
safety management 5 -
discharge planning & mannagement 3 1
research 1 1
ulcer prevent & manage 1 3

<Table 6> Expected role of rehabilitational unit nurse

role nurse(n) doctor(n)
educator 11 2
counseling 10 2
research 8 1
discharge planning & mannagement 7 -
team leader 6 -
maintain of treatment continum - 1
rehabilitational exercise - 1
special rehabilitation - 1
exercise - 1
physician aid - 1
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<Table 7> Expected function of RNP
role function Nurse(n) Doctor(n)
direct care(position, swallowing pb, skin care, ADL) 13 2
environment, safety, hygiene 11 -
special care(pain, infection, medication, pressure sore, resp.care) 11 1
assessment, pb. identification 10 1
. nutrition, elimination 9 1
direct care . .
explanation, education 5
goal setting, treatment apply, trust relationship 5 -
medical care - 1
ADL assist - 1
medical care support - 1
coordination 8 -
initiative role 5 -
team leader information sharing 4 2
good relationship with other part 4 -
good communication with other part 2 1
patient advocator 14 1
emotional support 6 -
advocator . upp
family care 5 -
rehabilitation team support - 1
collaboration with other part 17 -
coordination with other health team 5 -
collaborator patient centered care 3 -
motivation - 1
learning about medical knowledge - 1
discharge education 13
discharge follow up care 13 1
planning & systemic planning from admission 7
preparation refer to social resource & education for social network 7
decision & counselling about course of patient 1 2
emotional support, counselling 18 -
exercise & education of exercise & training 8 -
emotional exercise facilitation 5 -
care maintenance of care continuum - 1
muscle strength exercise guide - 1
symptom management(swallowing, bowel, bladder, position) 11 -
health health I.nanagemer?t education 10 -
prevention of accident 6 =
educator .
sexual rehabilitation 5 R
control of risk factor o 1
health health maintenance & promotion 17 -
prevention and management of complication 7 -
counsellor . .
control of risk factor & counselling 1 1
case manage 8 1
case manager basic education - 1
problem identification at meal time - 1
self care facilitation 9
self care education 8 1
self care .
. self care motivation 6 2
P self-help group support 5
counselling - 1
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<Table 7> Expected function of RNP(continued)

role function Nurse(n) Doctor(n)
research team involve and practice 25
tool & program development 5
researcher continuous learning for knowledge - 1
fluent english - 1
development of new area of rehabilitation care - 1
research & development of various rehabilitational nursing care area 1 1
post-discharge follow up 1 -
others patient help at admission 1 -
focusing to importande of early rehabilitation 1 -
complicated role accomplishment 1 -
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Roles and Functions of the Rehabilitational Nurse Practitioner
Expected by Nurses and Doctors in Rehabilitation Hospital
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Purpose: This study aims to identify the role and function of the RNP(rehabilitational nurse practitioner)
expected by nurses and doctors. Method: This study was a survey. The data were collected 188 nurses and 21
doctors who worked for disabled patients in the rehabilitation hospital during months of June, 2004 and August,
2005. Results: 98.4% of nurse and 61.9% of doctors agreed at opening of RNP course. The major role of RNP
expected by nurses were educator, counsellor and case manager. The major role of RNP expected by doctors were
direct care, self care promoter & exercise and emotional care. There was a significant difference about the need
for opening of RNP course and major role and function of RNP between the group of nurses and doctors.
Conclusion: The results of this study showed that the need for opening of RNP was identified and the major role
of RNP was educator, counsellor, case manager and direct care. So there is a need for further research about
major role of RNP related to various setting including rehabilitation hospital, nursing home, home care etc.
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