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The Relationship between 3- and 5-year-old children’ private speech and
their mothers’ scaffolding
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Abstract

The purposes of this study were to investigate the relationship between children’s private speech during the individual session
and maternal scaffolding during motherchild session. Subjects were twenty 3-year-old children and twenty 5-year-old children
and their mothers recruited from day-care centers in Seoul. Mother-child interaction was videotaped for 15 minutes and maternal
utterances were transcribed for analysis maternal scaffolding. Individual session of child after 3-5days was videotaped for 15
minutes and children’s utterance was transcribed. Subcategories of maternal scaffolding were significantly related with children’s
private speech during individual session. There did appear to be an age difference in this relationship. In verbal strategy for
scaffolding that 3-year-cld’s mother used, other-regulation and control, praise strategy was significantly related with children’s
private speech. In verbal strategy for scaffolding that 5-year-old’s mother used, other-regulation and control, teaching strategy
was significantly related with children’s private speech. In maternal physical control strategy, withdrawal of mother physical
control the maze task over time was significantly related with children’s private speech, Withdrawal of mother Physical control
5-year-old’s physical performance was significantly related with children’s private speech.

Key Words : private speech, scaffolding, verbal strategy, physical strategy
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