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Review on the Classification and Distribution of Fifteen
Main Collaterals

Tae-Han Kim', Yun-Kyoung Yim'
1Dept. of Meridianology, College of Oriental Medicine, Daejeon University

Abstract

Objectives & Methods : This study was aimed to investigate denomination and distribution of fifteen main
collaterals through oriental medicine literature.

Results & Conclusions : 1. Kyung-maek-pyoun (f2Jk#%5) of Yeongchu (#E#&; divine pivot) says that fifteen
main collaterals (+IJLA&fK) consist of main collaterals of the twelve regular meridians (+ —#%k), Conception
Channel (H£:Kk), Governor Channel (BHAE) and great collateral of the spleen (M2 X#&). While chapter 26 of
Nan-gyung (##%; Classic of difficulty) says that Yin-heel & Yangheel channels are included instead of Conception
Channel(fE:#k) and Governor Channel (k). what is explained in Yeong-chu (ZEME; divine pivot) is considered
more proper. 2. Great collateral of the stomach (B .:ZK#%) has been considered as one of the main collaterals,
resulting in an opinion of sixteen main collaterals. We speculate that this is a wrong interpretation of
Pyoung-in-gi-sang-lon(*F A &% #) of So-mun(F ). 3. Gumi (CV1) is more resonable than Hoeeum(CV14) for the
Connecting point of Conception Channel(f:fk). 4. Kyung-maek-pyoun (#Hk#) of Yeongchu (%R, divine pivot)
did not mention that the collateral of Hand Jueyin (T-MKBZ#%ik) was running to Hand Shaoyang(F/B3#EHK),
which is considered to be omitted by mistake. 5. Fifteen main collaterals are mostly distributed on the legs and
arms, while some are distributed in the internal organs, chest, abdomen, as well as head and five sensory organs.
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