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Acute Mesenteric Ischemia after Aortic Valve Replacement

—A case report—

Yang-Bin Jun, M.D.*, Young-Chan Ahn, M.D.*, Chul-Hyun Park, M.D.*,
Chang-Hyu Choi, M.D.*, Jae-lk Lee, M.D.*, Kook-Yang Park, M.D.*

Acute mesenteric ischemia after cardiac surgery is a serious complication associated with high mortality. Superior
mesenteric artery is most commonly affected artery. Acute obstruction of mesenteric artery generally has an
unfavorable prognosis because of late diagnosis. The keys to a successful outcome are early diagnosis and
appropriate operative intervention. We successfully treated a patient with acute mesenteric ischemia after aortic
valve replacement. Therefore, we report a case with a review of articles.

(Korean J Thorac Cardiovasc Surg 2006;39:939-942)
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Fig. 2. Operative finding showing diffusely swollen small bowel with
discoloration from 180 cm distal to Treitz ligament to ileocolic valve.
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