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Abstract

The definition of the ‘Pocket’, according to the Korean encyclopedia, is an accessory that a
person puts in small belongings or money and carry on waist or holds with a hand. Since the
pockets were not attached to the clothes at that period of time, the portable bag or pocket had
been used without distinction of age or sex for carrying personal belongings. The pocket in France
was also used in a similar manner, where it was used as a handbag to carry purse, comb, or a key
by women during the middle ages. The pockets were decorated, made of quality material such as
velvet, silk, or satin with splendid embroidery or beads.

This study closely examines the history of the pocket from late 16th century around Renaissance
to early 20th century in France and during the mid Cho-Sun dynasty in Korea and compares the
different kinds of patterns, symbolism, and the purpose of the pockets. In addition, the
relationships between the pockets, belongings, and ornament are examined as well by thoroughly
investigating the unique characteristics of the pocket of each country.
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