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A Study of the Acoustic Analysis in Japanese /t/ by Koreans

ol A 7+
Jae-Kang Lee

ABSTRACT

The objective of this study was to analyze the acoustic patterns of Japanese /t/ produced
by 40 Korean speakers in order to find an effective method of teaching it to Koreans. The
experimental data consisted of 400 /t/ phonemes in word initial or non-initial positions of 10
words. Informants were in their twenties and raised in Daejeon and the surrounding area.

Results showed that there were distinctive trends in duration and intensity of the major and
non-major groups productions. Both groups pronounced the phoneme longer than the native
speakers with more open mouths but with less loudness. The formant analysis showed that F1
values of the Japanese /t/ pronounced by Japanese major group were lower than those of the
non-major. Its F2 values by the major group were higher than those of the non-major, which
would suggest that the Koreans produced the tongue blade in more frontal position than the
native speakers.
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