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ABSTRACT

In this study, I have analyzed Indian traditional clothing in fashion design of 21st century by
comparing 1,286 fashion items designed by Indian designers and 722 Western fashion items,
which were presented from 2000 S/S to 2005 F/W. Formal analysis were made for change in how
to wear clothes, and change in items and ornaments. Change of traditional clothing was found in
two ways; Western elements added to Indian tradition and Indian traditional image adopted in
Western clothing.

First, Indian traditional elements added to Western clothing in the formal aspect was found in
83% of Western collections and 27.2% of the Indian designers' collections. In Indian designers
collections, traditional clothing form takes 72.8%, which shows the regional characteristics of India
where the traditional clothing is still adhered to in daily life especially by women.

Second, from the fashion design of the Indian designers, we can find modernization of sari,
change of traditional items into more active and modern way by adding Western clothing; change
of form, color and material of traditional items in various ways; and decorative aspects
highlighted by adding Indian traditional color, pattern or decoration into Western clothing. In
most cases, Western collections are seasoned with Indian traditional image, rather than utilizing
the form of Indian clothing. Although adopting the form of Indian traditional clothing, it can be
considered as a translation from the viewpoint of the West.

Third, Indian look is expressed in various ways by reproducing Indian traditional ornaments
such as earings, bracelets and henna, or by adopting Indian traditional fabric design and
decoration in mufflers, bags and etc.

Key words: globalization(#] A 8}), ethnic fashion(o2Y |4, Indian traditional clothing(1= A%
£-4]), Indian traditional ornaments(¢1% HE FATL) .
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