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An Analysis of the Causal Relationship between Knowledge and
Behavior towards Food Hygiene among Child Consumers*
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< Abstract>

The purpose of this study was to investigate the levels of knowledge and behavior towards food hygiene among child
consumers, examine the factors influencing them, and analyze the causal relationship between them. The data were
collected from 521 elementary school students in Youngnam area by a self-administered questionnaire. Frequencies,
Pearson’s correlation analysis, multiple regression analyses, and path analysis were conducted by SPSS Windows. The
results from this study were as follows. First, the level of knowledge towards food hygiene was not particularly high, and
the level of behavior was somewhat more than the average. Second, the factors influencing the level of knowledge
towards food hygiene were school record (upper and middle), and concerns about food hygiene. In addition, concerns
about food hygiene, the frequency of food hygiene education in the family, and the level of knowledge towards food
hygiene had an effect on the level of behavior towards food hygiene. Third, in the analysis of the causal relationship
between the knowledge and behavior towards food hygiene, school record indirectly influenced the behavior towards
food hygiene, and the frequency of food hygiene education in the family directly affected the behavior towards food
hygiene. On the other hand, concermns about food hygiene had direct and indirect influence on the behavior towards
food hygiene. In addition, the knowledge towards food hygiene showed a direct effect on the behavior towards food
hygiene. These results imply that knowledge towards food hygiene is a very important factor to improve the children’s
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behavior towards food hygiene and that parents’ concermns and guidance for children are needed.
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OFSABIXIO] ABLIMON Chet XIATH S0l Qlnfet B 9
(22) H wase| smE
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 ) 10 1 12 13 14 15 16 17 18
1] 100
2| 4% 1.00
3|-.08 |-.54*¥ 100
4| 14| 10% | -.04 | 1.00
5| -12%( 01 07 | -53%1 1.00
6| .09 [-03 [-.07 |-11* |05 | 100
7| 10%|-02 |-.03 |-.10* |-.03 ST 1,00
8| 2% 11* |-.01 AF .02 |-01 [-.02 | 100
9| 5™ 12%-04 24% 03 | .01 .04 54¥% 1,00
10 |-.01 |-.04 04 | 10% | -.02 041 .01 07 | 13* 1.00
1n]-.04 |-.04 .06 .01 | -.08 01 | -.01 .01 02 1-.05 | 100
12/|-.01 .08 |-.03 A1 01 .01 04 | 25" 30" 19% .01 | 1.00
18-.02 |-.05 .05 04 [-06 |-02 |-.09%|-.09* |-08 |-.03 .04 | =31%*] 1.00
4| =17 128 = 10% | 4% 07 | =14%F| =17 -.05 .05 06 [ -.01 | .08 .02 11.00
15| =15%% .02 | .01 .05 | -.08 01 | -.02 .05 09%| .06 | -.01 | .04 .04 | .37%% 1.00
16 |-10% | .05 |-.03 |-.01 08 | =07 |-.04 .01 04 1 .04 04 [-02 | -.03 | 20" .47%1.00
17|-1% | .07 | .03 .07 14%%-03 | -.01 .06 08 | .02 08 | 12%] =03 | 30" 15"| .03 |1.00
18-18%| 05 | .05 | .04 | .09 |-06 |-.04 |-01 |-.03 .01 03 .01 06 | 40%F| 34%F 16%*| 39**| 1.00
#p(.05, **p(.01
R 2 AR 3 TN 4: SR 5 B 6 o] 13 T: o) 1% 5: o] ok 9 1o} aHel 101
3o AY(AE) 11 2of 42 12: 8] AR 131 20) HRAIFR) 141 AF9ol theh BAE 15: 7ol A5
of thet % A5 16: ol A2] AESPO] the % A 17: AE el chet 414 1s: Al Tht B
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